

















AIR CORDS 











JUN 2. 194] 








NEVVS LETTER 








VOL. XXIV MAY 15, 1941 Wo. 10 


ay 7 


























ence Tmneray 














TABLE OF 
Dedication of new XB-19 Bomber - - - ---<+<= 
Study of Spanish by officers in 0.C.A.C. - = - 
P-40 exhibited in Times Square - - - - - - - - 
TRAINING 
Graduation of Class SE-41C - --------- 


Graduations from Darr Aero Tech, Inc. 
First class graduates from Barksdale Field - 
Stockton school graduates second class - - - 
Ryan School names Cadet Captain 
Moffett Field completes heavy schedule - - - 
Cadets complet basic course at San Angelo - 
Tents spring up again at Scott Field - - - - 
Weather forecasting at Randolph Nield - - - 
Class 41-E graduates from Randolph Field - - 
More Cadet Captains for Randolph Field - - - 
Class 41-C wates from Kelly Fiel@ - - - 
Panam Department Technical School - - 
Training of Weather Observers- 
Cadets graduate from Radio Course 
OPERATIONS 

Mass flight of Bombers to Hawaii 
Guanery-practice by 36th Pursuit Squadron - 
Hawaiien airmen enjoy overnight stay in Hilo 
Bomber lands in Gatun Lake 
McChord Field personnel in maneuvers - -- - 
B-25's flown at McChord Field 
434 Bomb; Sqdn. activities at MacDill Field 

Flying Fortresses to MacDil). Field 


=) 


Extended flignt by Langley Squadron comirs. 
Ferrying planes to Savannah Air Base --- - - 
Meneuvers at Felts Field, Wash.- - - - - - - 10 
Moving of orderly reom to hangar-- - - - = = 10-11 
Mobile Force maneuvers in Panala Canal Dept. ll 
Demonstration of air raid protection - - - - il 
Signal Gorps men in maneuvers - ~ - - + - - ll 
Flight to Lima, Peru--------<-=+<- 12 
Engineering record at Bo Field ---<- 12 
Arny Day at Moffett, France and Nichols Fields 13 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Officers from Maxwell Field, Ala., ordered to duty 
at the Advanced Flying School at Albany, Ga., were 
Majors James L. Daniel, Jr., Burton M, Hovey, Jr., 
Captain Jom R. Skeldon, ist Lieuts. Wm. P. Brett, 
Richard F. Bromily, Moultrie P. Freeman, Paul. ?. 
Preuss, and Herbert M. West, dr. : 
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ag, eK jammy N.Y. 
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q, renk from April 19, 1941; Walter J. Reed, 


rank from April 21, 1941. 
: Major Edwin Sullivan, 


ors John R, Drum, Jom &. 
Gallet, Joes B. Glescedk anf Bay L. Cems, renk rank from 





Mey 6, Ie, 
or s Captains Ray D. Butler, Berkeley 
tinge ae Ss Sn, eee Cree ay’ Sy 


Lieut. Colonel (temp.) Charles P. Prime was 
ed to a ccpeeced sey ot Thiet Colonel, effective 


May 4, 1941. 
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The purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aeronautics 
to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, and 
others connected with aviation. 


DEDICATION OF THE NEW XB-19 BOMBER 


The XB-19, the new mammoth Army Bom- According to a former worker on this 
bardment airplane, the engineering de- iant airplane, who is now a member of 
tails of which and the organization of he radio depertment of the 15th Bom 


the necessary data for submission to a bardment Squadron at Lawson Field, Ga., 
board of Air Corps experts for consid- the huge ship in the hangar could be 
eration entaileda period of six years, likened to that of a boat too large to 
is scheduled to be dedicated to the get out of a cellar in which it was 
service of the Air Corps in National ilt. Plans were made in advance to 
Defense sometime in the near future at remove part of the hanger to get the 
March Field, Riverside, Calif. ship on the outside. Then there was 

the problem of enlarging 
Clover Field to insure a 
safe initial take-off. Ex- 
perience with the DC-4 had 
proved that the field there 
was much too small for 
ships of this size. The 
enlargement of the field 
cost thousands of dollars, 
because it necessitated re- 
routing of a main boulevard 
and the grading of a hill. 

The XB-19 isa tribute to 
the ingenuity and ability 
of the men of the Air Corps 
and of the Douglas Aircraft 
Company who brought it into 
being. It is a monument to 
the farsightedness of the 
Secretary of War and the 
members of the Senate and 
House Military Affairs Com 
mittees,who in 1936 approv- 
ed sucha project and voted 
the necessary funds to make 
the proposed airplane a re- 
ality. 

The need for a large bom 
ber witha long range,large 
weight-carrying ability and 
speed was recognized as far 
back as 1920. With the ad- 
vent of the old B-9's and 
B-10's,which were the first 
all-metal low-wing, fast 
bombers, the ability to con- 

















struct such a giant type became anpa- 
rent. With such goals in mindas range, 
cargo canacity and speed, the Aircraft 
Branch of the Hateriel Division at 

Wright tield started plans for the B-19 
in the year 1930, The engineering data 
for itwas presented six years later to 
an Aircraft Board, consisting of Lieut, 
Colonels James G, Teylor, Harold Lee 
George, Majors Roscoe C, Wilson, Mervin 
Gress, Wallace Smith, L, F, Harman, 
Carl J, Crane and J.M. Gillespie. Fol- 
lowing the 3oard's anproval of the pro- 
ject, the Douglas Aircraft Compeny un- 
dertook the construction of the air- 
plene, 

The preblems surrounding the construc- 
tion of the 3-19 were manifold, Being 
the world's largest airplane, every-— 
thing which went into its construction 
set a new record for size, The alumin- 
um commany was confronted with the dig- 
gest casting jobd in its history. The 
tire comoany set a new high for the 
size of tires, Each of the main wheels 
weighs about 4,000 pounds, and the100- 
inch-diemeter tires, of 24—nly construc-— 
tion, contain about three miles of 
steel wire woven into the cord to zive 
them extra strength. The Douglas Com- 
pany had to build their largest hangar, 
end many other concerns connected in 
one way or anotner with the production 
of the behemoth plane were confronted 
with just such problems, 

Engines of 2,000 horsevower had to be 
developved, and a nower-onerated control 
system engineered and built. A brief 

lance at the specifications of the 
-19 will reflect these problems which 
have now been solved, namely: length, 
132 feet; wing sysn, 212 feet; rudder, 
42 feet high; gross weight, anproxi- 
mately 70 tons; useful load, approxi- 
mately 28 tons; range, 7750 miles; 
speed, over 200 miles per hour; fuel, 
11,000 gallons; provellers, 3 bdledes, 
16 feet in diameter; pork four 2,000- 
horsepower engines; landing gear, re- 
tractable tricycle type; crew, 10 of- 
ficers and enlisted men, 

The eouipment carried on the airplane 
includes a complete galley, heated and 
ventilated cadins, sleeping quarters 
for the crew, oxygen for 100 hours; 
enough radio eauinment to operate a 
medium sized radio station, heavy cali- 
ber guns, power turrets, andall of the 
annens navigational andoperating equip- 
ment, 

If a plane of the B-19 type wereused 
as a troop transport, it would be able 
to carry 125 fully equipped soldiers 
in addition to the crew, 

According to newspaner reports, a 
million dollar gamble that this air- 
plane willfly has been taken by a syn- 
dicate of insurance firms which quoted 


the chances as 13 to 1 that the plane 
will stay aloft for atleast one minute, 
To insure that first minute of flight, 
the Douglas Aircraft Company is paying 
e, premium of $82,000, Insurance men 
declare that the million dollar policy 
on the 3-19 is the largest ever writ- 
ten on an airplane. The vremium is not 
considered excessive in view of the 
fact that no plane so lerge has ever 
been built and flown before, After the 
first crucial minute of flight, the 
premium drops to the modest figure of 
$3,000 an hour on the seme {$1,000,000 
policy for the duration of test flights 
before the h ship is turned over to 
the Army Air 7 
--—-90U0—--— 


LOS AZROPLAUOS YUSLAN Y 
LOS ESTUDIANTES ESTUDI AN 


About 75 officers attached to the Of- 
fice, Chief of the Air Corps, attended 
the first meeting and practice lesson 
of the projected course of Spanishles- 
sons at 4:00 p.m. on the afternoon of 
May 13, in the War Department. Fol- 
lowing brief introductory remarks by 
Gen, Arnold; Dean Doule, of George 
Washington University; and Dr, L. R, 
Alderman, of the WPA, the class of of- 
ficers participated in a demonstration 
lesson, led by Senor Besso, from ma- 
terial prepared in the office of Dr. 
Deignan, of the ‘PA. Various groups, 
beginners snd advanced, are to be or- 
ganized to meet twice a week, classes 
being held at noon or at 4:00 p.m., on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, as desired by 
the attending officers. The course is 
expected to provide Air Corps officers 
ith a working knowledge of written and 
conversational epenta® 

~—-=—OU0—-—— 


P40 EXHIBITED AT TIMES SQUARE 


Over 100,000 people viewed a Curtiss 
P-40 which was on display at Times 
Square, New York City during Greater 
New York's recent Flying Cadet week. 

This was the first time in the his- 
tory of the Metropolis that an Army 
airplane had been exhibitedin a public 
souare and judging from the lines that 
formed from noon until midnight, it 
was easy to believe, 

Each minute saw an average of twenty 
people file by for a look at the in- 
terior of the cockpit, and the enlisted 
men assigned to answer questions were 
especially busy telling the people 
that the ship was not flown into Jew 
York but dismantled at Mitchel Field, 
brought in on a trailer and reassembled 
in record-breaking time, 


-2- V-8838-1,A.C, 
































TRAINING 


SOUTHEAST AIK CORPS TRAINING CENTER 
Graduation of Class SE-410 


The commencement exercises incident 


to the graduation of 152 students of . 


Class SE-41C0 fromthe Air Corps Advanc- 
ed Flying School at Maxwell Field, Ala., 
on April 25th, were held in the Post 
Theater and were attended by hundreds 
“ relatives and friends of the gradu- 
ates, 

The program consisted of an address 


and presentation of diplomas by General — 


William P. Screws, Montgomery City Com- 
missioner; the presentation of "Wings" 


by Colonel Albert L. Sneed, School Com - 


mandant, and the Invocation and Bene-~ 
dication by the Post Chaplain, 

In his succinct. and timely address 
to the Cadets, Colonel Sneed stated, in 
part: "For the past ten weeks you have 
undergone a very strenuous. schedule, 
Little opportunity has been offered you 
to avail yourselves of the many advant— 
ages that Montgomery affords. The re- 
lation of the military and the civil 
in this particular community challenges 
comparison with that in any spot inthe 
United States, That is not particular- 
ly. creditable to the leaders of the 
military and the civil; on the contra- 
ry, it would be extremely discreditable 
if thet condition did not exist, Rapid- 
ly the lines of demarcation between the 
military and civil will be obliterated, 
America is rapidly approaching acondi- 
tion of a nation armed. Montgomery is 
extremely fortunate in the selection 
of its leaders, It is fortunate in 
that it. selects men who understand the 
military problem as well as the civil 
problem," ) ? 

Class SE-41C started its training on 
February llth, All its students came 
from the Air Corps Basic Flying School 
at Gunter Field, Montgomery,.Ala., and 
96, 8% of them completed the course, Of 
the eight students who did not gradu- 
ate, two died.as the result of acci- 
dents, four were relieved from further 
training and two were held over for the 
succeeding class, The class was most 
fortunate in experiencing the general 
excellent weather which prevailed dur- 
ing the training period, only a minimum 
amount of time being lost because of 
unfavorable flying conditions, 

The one Regular Army officer in the 
class, Captain Richard R, Waugh, Corps 
of Engineers, was assigned to duty at 
the Air Corps Basic ying ‘School at 
Gonter Field, Ala, Patt” 

The flying training of this class was 
Conducted by Captain William J, Holaa- 
pfel, Jr., and his forty instructors. 


wae 


Incidentally, he was ordered to duty in 
the Hawaiian Department, being schedul~ 


ed to leave early in May. . 


The faculty of the Advanced Flying 
School comprises Colonel Albert lL, 
Sneed, Commandant;Majs. Burton M, Hovey, 


’ Director of Training; Williamf, DeWitt, 


M.C,, Flight Surgeon; Mills 5, Savage, 
Commandant of Student Officers. and Fly- 
ing Cadets; Centain Ronald K, Brewer, 
Director of Ground Training, and lst 
Lieut. Eldon J. Hoar, Secretary, 

The largest class of Flying Cadets to 
arrive et the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School at Maxwell Field, Ala., reported 
in the latter part of April from the 
Basic Flying School at Gunter Field, 
Ala., to commence its ten weeks' course 
of instruction, 

During the first three days following 
the arrival of this new class of 163 
students, their time was devoted to re- 
ception, organization, supply, assign- 
ment to quarters, andthe taking of of- 
ficial photographs by Flight "C," Max~ 
well Field's photographic section, The 
flying training of this class is to be 
conducted by the Director of Flying and 
his forty instructors. The first 15 
hours of flying will be devoted to trans- 
ition (familiarization flights) and in- 
dividual accuracy onthe BC-1A and AT-6A 
airplanes, The individual accuracy 
training includes practice in straight, 
90 and 180 deg. approaches, spot land- 
ings, and orientation and - triangular 
navigation, The ground school instruc- 
tion of the class is under the direction 
of Cantain Ronald K, Brewer, 

Class SE-41D became the ~oppes class" 
on the graduation on April 25th of 
Chast SE-41C, and consists of one offi- 
cer of the Regular Army, Captain Charles 
A, Piddock, Field Artillery, and 148 
Flying Cadets. Entering upon its sixth 
week of training, each student. of this 
Class has completed 39 hours and 20 min- 
utes of flying time to date, in addition 
to 7 hours and53 minutes of Link Train- 
er instruction, Class SE-41D is sched- 
uled to graduate on May 29th, andClass 

SE-413 -on July 12th, } 

Maxwell Field's Air Corns Advanced 
Flying School is to stege its. first 
outdoor graduation exercises on May 29, 
when one Regular. Army officer. and 140 
Flying Cadets of Class SE-41-D are to 
receive their wings, The Post Theater, 
where three previous graduation exer- 


cises were conducted, proved too small 
to accommodate the narents and guests 
of the students, The outdoor ceremony, 
to be held on the parade ground, will 


be military in nature, andit is under-— 
V-8838-1, A.C. 
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stood it is to consist of a dress na- 
rade by the cadets and presentation of 
diplomas end wings, 

SB-41-), Maxwell Field's "uoperclass, " 
is assembling a record which is likely 
to surpass that of the three previous 
Classes, Each student has already com- 
pleted apvroximately 55 hours and 53 
minutes of flying time and, with about 
20 training days remaining, should com 
plete the course well in advance of 
May 29. Capt. Kurt M, Landon, who is 
conducting the flying training of this 
class, attributes this excellent record 
to the splendid local flying conditions 
which have prevailed since training 
commenced on March 17, This class is 
elso making another enviable record, 
in that only one student in the group 
of 153 has been eliminated, 


Graduation from Derr Aero Tech 





The 92 members of Class 41-G who suc- 
cessfully completed the primary flying 
course at Darr Aero Tech, Inc,, Albany, 
Ga,, were ordered to renort to the bas- 
ic flying school at Gunter Field, Mont- 
gomery, Ala., on April 29th, 

Darr-Aerg Tech is rapidly becoming 
one of the largest civilian primary 
flying schools in the country, for as 
many as 300 cadets were stationed here 
at one time. “Class 41-G is the fifth 
Class of flying cadets to be sent to 
basic stage from this elementary flying 
school, 


First Class Graduetes from Barksdal 





The first cless of-students to grad- 
uate from the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School at Barksdale Field, La., as dom 
bardiers, received commissions at the 
ceremonies heldon Anril 22nd, Twenty- 
seven commissions were presented by 
Colonel Cherles T, Phillins, Commanding 
Officer, 

Brigadier Generel Weiter R,. Weaver, 
Commanding General of the Southeast Air 
Corns Training Center, Maxwell Field, 
Ala., was the honor guest at Barksdale 
Field, La., on Avril. 26th, when 97 Fly- 
ing Cadets of the first graduating 
Class received their commissions, This 
is the first class to graduate under 
the new specialized system, 

General Weaver vresented commissions 
and "Wings" to 60 Bombardment pilots 
and 37 Pursuit pilots, 


—— 

















Yes, we will hve an Air Force I! TI, 
It is well onits‘-: -nd will be READY 
vhen ¢nlled upon, ; eer 

-Major General Arnold, 


WEST COAST TRAINING CENTER 


Stockton School Graduates Second Class 








Graduation exercises 
but still interesting and impressive 
story at Stockton Field, Calif., on 
April 25th, when 123 Flying Cadets re- 
ceived gm ye and earned their wings 
and gold bars as second lieutenants in 
the Air Reserve, 

It- was the second class to be gradu- 
ated from the Advenced Flying School at 
Stockton since the field was opened in 
December of last year. Ps 

The exercises were noteworthy for 
several things. One was that the com- 
mencement address was made by 3rigadier 
General Henry Vv, Harms, Commanding Gen- 
eral of the WestCoast Air Corps Train- 
ing Center. Another wes the presence 
of Colonel R, C, Kirtlend, one of the 
pioneers of American military aviation, 
who was transferred from the infantry 
to aeronautical duty with the Signal 
Corps in 1911 andtook his first flying 
lessons from the Wright Brothers. (Ed, 
Note: Sad to relate, justa week later, 
Colonel Kirtland died in the hosniteal 
at a Field, Calif., of a heart 
attack). : 

Then among the Cndets was a descend- 
ant of a true first fomily of America - 
Frencis =, Riges, of Fabens, Texas, a 
full-blooded Sioux Indian, affection- 
ately known tohis comrondes as "Chief," 

Addressing a large gathering of 
friends and relatives of the cadets and 
special guests of Stockton, General 
Harms declared "the best technique in 
the world cannot make up for bed head- 
work. There is no place or field that 
requires more self-discipline than mil- 
itary aviation, 

"Zach pilot is more or less on his 
own, hence it is most important at times 
to remember and vractice the things 
learned. during the flying. cadet course." 

Colonel Leo A, Walton, Commanding Of- 
ficer of Stockton Field, introduced 
General Harms and paid tribute to the 
greduating class of young men who have 
— the safety of their country above 

The commencement exercises were held 
in the new hangar in order to accommo- 
date the large crowd. Prior to the 
ceremonies, the enlisted men, led by 
the Stockton High School bend, passed 
in review before General Harms. The 


Stockton Flyers, the field orchestra, 
played while the guests were being seat- 
ed, St. 


became en old, 


General Harms presented the diplomas 
to the graduates and Colonel Walton 
pinned on their "Wings." 
aiiate , ' ~ V-8838-1, A.C. 
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Ryen School Names Cadet Captain 





Big Jim Kisselburgh, 21, a terror on 


the. football field during the last — 


three years, recently became Cadet 
Cantain of the unner class (41-H) of 
the elementary flying school ina color- 


- ful sabre ceremony coincident with the 


graduation of Class 41-G, 
The former Oregon State fullback, a 

resident of Los Angeles, was named cadet 

captain to succeed Irvin L, Turner, 22, 


of Floydeda, Texas, one of 45 to grad- 


uate in the previous class, 
Approximately 110 cadets staged a for- 
mal review and drill before Brig. Gen- 


eral John Marston, Chief of Infantry 


of the Second Marine Division, to the 
music of the 150-piece San Diego Marine 
Base Band, 

Texans took top honors for all-around 
excellence in their period of primary 
flight trainins, Officers and instruc- 
tors awarded Cadet Marcus 0. Owens, Jr., 
20, of Lubbock, Texas,.a gold medal as 
the outstanding graduate, Silver and 
bronze medals for second and third 
pane were presented to Cadets Marvin 

. Calliham, 25, of Conway, Texas, and 
Earl T, Smith, 20, of ‘Amarillo, Texas, 

The graduating class was assigned to 
peste instruction at Randolph Field, 

exas, 


Moffett Field Completes Heavy Schedule 





Winding up their basic training per-. 
iod, Class 41-5 coimleted a heavy 
flight schedule in one week to pile up 
a total of 739 hours, 50 minutes, 

Flying from 7:00 a.m. to as late as 
11:30 p.m., the Cadets have flown more 
then 5,000 hours since the first of 
the year, One plane was recently in 
the air for a total of 13 hours, 55 
minutes in one 24-hour veriod, 

Class 41l- was scheduled to lerve 
Moffett Field for sdvanced training at 
Stockton on Avril 29, with Class 41-G 
entering Moffett Field at the same time 
from the elementery training schools, 


Scores of new officers have been ar- 


riving at Moffett Field during the past: 


few weeks, until rosters are fer behind 
on the influx, 


The incoming new officers, many of - 


them called to active duty from in- 
active status, will take part in the 
impending svlit-uw» of present organiza- 
tions and the orgenization and activa- 


tion of new schools, Two new basic 


schools will be established, one at 
Bakersfield andthe other at Taft, Calif. 
Other new schools will be estsblished 
at Mather Field, Sacremento, Calif., 


“new schools, 


Phoenix, Ariz., and Las Vegas, Nevada. 
The staffs of these new schools will 
be made up principally: of officers who 
have been engaged in the training pro- 
gram at Moffett Field, or who have 
been called in for a short period of 
training prior to the opening of the 


~~-~000—-—— 


GULF COAST TRAINING CENTER 
Basic Flying School, San Angelo, Texas 


Ninety-six Flying Cadets of Class 
41-E completed basic training on April 
29, and 76 were sent to the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, and 
20 to the new Pursuit School,Selma, Ala. 

With the departure of this first class 
to complete the course at this new basic 
flying school, the new class (41-G), 
168 strong, arrived from elementary 
flying schools locted at Sikeston, Mo., 
and Fort Worth, Texas, and from one of 
the new Air nage training detachments 
established at Jackson, Miss. 

Adding the eer Class now undergoin 
training to the incoming class raise 
the total number of students to 316, 
although the field was originally de- 
angpes to handle only 200 students. 

n May 7, 1941, however, bids were 
opened in the office of the District 
Sngineer, Galveston, Texas, for the en- 
largement, within a period of 60 days, 
of the physical plant, this to include 
the construction of 35 new buildings or 
additions to vresent ones. The construc- 
tion will be under the supervision of 
Captain K.J.Harrison, Corps of Sngin- 
eers, who was in charge of the origin- 
al building program. The additional 
construction work,when completed, will 
relieve the congestion of the Cadet 
barracks and mess hall, now greatly 
ove rcrowded. 

Hope is expressed that a photographic 
laboratory will be provided for in the 
expansion, since members of the photo 
department have been forced to use the 
facilities of the local newspaper at 
night in order to turn out their work. 
The News Letter Correspondent states 
that these men are to be commended for 
the quality of their laboratory efforts, 





' working under such. adverse conditions 


as lack of time and equipment. 

Lieut. Colonel George M. Palmer, the 
Post Commander, with Major C.T. Myers, 
vpersceres Officer, recently flew to 
Washington to check expansion plans 
with the Office of the Chief of the 
Air Corps. 





h £ 
interacts Oana “Paw, "© Soéretary’ Stinson 
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TENTS SPRING UF AGAIN AT SCOTT FIELD 


"Tent Town,” used last fall as tempo- 
rary quarters for students attending 
the Radio Communications School at 
Scott Field, Ill., and abandoned upon 
completion of the recently constructed 
student area, housing . 5,000 men, is 
being re-erected to perform its pre- 
vious function, 

The tent area of 95 tents, accommo- 
dating six men each will house soldiers 
arriving at the station who are qualified 
for radio training. They will be as— 
signed to regular school squadrons which 
will pay them and nrovide other admin- 
istrative details. 

When classes are graduated from the 
Communications School, as they are every 
two weeks, men who have finished their 
period in the tents will move into the 
barracks of the squadrons to which they 
have been assigned, The tents will be 
in service pending the completion dur- 
ing the summer months of an additional 
student area, provided for in a recent 
$3,000,000 appropriation for the ex- 
pansion of Scott Field training facil- 
ities, 

---000--- 


IT'S NOT A HABIT, THOUGH 


Tsk-tsk! What's the Army coming to 
when a private can get away with tell- 
ing @ general "No?" 

t really hapnened, though, at Ran- 
dolph Field, Tex,, where the U.S, Army 
Air Corps pilot training program is 
gaining rapid strides, 

The general asked: "May I make a 
navigation flight this morning? 

The private answered: "No sir - con- 
ditions won't permit it." 

Weather forecasters inthe big office 
at the "West Point of the Air" receive 
attention when they speak, but actually 
most of them are noncommissioned of- 
ficers instead of privates. 

A maze ef graphs, teletype machines, 
telephones and busy workers mystifies 
the casual visitor, and data on cloud 
formations, ceilings, temperatures and 
winds aloft as high as 20,000 feet is 
jast so mach Greek, 

But when aforecaster gives his opin- 
ion about flying conditions, nobody 
disputes it because weathermen are 
‘rained. to a "I" for their jobs and 
aren't trusted until Uncle Sam is ab- 
Sciutely sure of their competency. 

for testing direction of winds and 
their speeds, balloons are sent from 
the field four times daily, and weath- 
er-ovserving officers fly with pilots 
at regular intervals todetermine wheth- 


re Cadets may take off for their train- 
ng. 
---000--- 


Class 41-~E Graduates From Randolph 


Flying Cadet Class 41-E bade good-bye 
to Randolph Field, Texas, on April 26, 
and departed for advanced training 
schools to receive their final 10 weeks 
of schooling prior to becoming commis- 
sioned officers in the Air Corps. 

Of the 316 students who graduated, 78 
were assigned to Barksdale Field, La., 
119 to Brooks Field and 129 to.Kelly 
“oan ee ie tae A £ April 

ing the las wo days of Avril, a 
new Claes, 354 strong, moved in at Ran- 
Golph Field, joining 373 other Flying 
Cadets who became upper classmen. 

A dinner dance was given on April 19 
as a farewell party to-Ciass 41-E. 

---000--- 





More Cadet Officers for dolph Field 

Randolph Field's Flying Cadets will 
hereafter be divided into eight compa- 
nies instead of four, according to Cap- 
tain Sydney D. Grubbs, Jr., Commandant 
of Cadets. The Cadet Regiment now con- 
sists of two battalions instead of one. 
This change will enable many more stu- 
dent. pilots to obtain experience in 
handling men prior to being transferred 
to the advanced flying schools. 

The Cadet Companies, which ran from 
"A" thro "D," now run through the 


letter "H. 


The total of 754 Flying Cadets at Ran- 
dolph Field on May lstis lower than at 
any time in the past year, due to the 
opening of another basic training field 
at San Angelo, Texas. Many Flying Ca- 
dets originally booked for Randolph are 
now being trained at San Angelo, lexas. 

——— 0! )0O—-—-— 


Class 41-C Graduates From Kelly Field 





In line with the Air Corps goal to 
train 350,000 pilots the coming year, 
185 Flying Cadets of Class 41-C receiv- 
ed their commissions as second lieuten- 
ants and the coveted silver "Wings" dur- 
ing the graduation exercises held on 
the morning of April 25 in ‘the Post 
Theater. . ‘ 

Included in the class, the third to 
graduate in 1941, were three student 


officers, two Regular and one Reserve. 


Representing every walk of life, the 
Class contained lawyers, divinity and 
medical students,mining, civil and me- 


Chanical. engineers, farmers, manufac- 
(Continued on Page 14) 
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PANAMA TSCHNICAL INSTRUCTION 


The Panama Canal Department Training 
Base at Rio Hato, Republic of Panama, 
is recognized -s the fountain from which 
military learning flows to personnel 
under specialized instruction from every 
Component in this Department. 

It so hapnens that most of the student 
soldiers are in training for various 
technical assignments, The availability 
of wide overland spaces and the adja- 
cent. Pacific beach, make it an ideal 
location for training, An important 
activity of the Training Center which 
hitherto has received little public 
notice, is the Air Corps Technical 
School established here, under the com- 
mand of Maj. Guy F, Hix, Air Corps, It 
duplicates in a reduced scale the tech- 
nical instruction available through Air 
Corps facilities et special schools in 
the States, 

Courses are offered in airplane power 
plants, structures, provellers, instru- 
ments, and hydraulics, each of which 
require seventy hours of intensive in- 
struction, There are additional courses 
varticularly adevted to cu-lifying 
suitable enlisted men for their duties 
and responsibilities as Air Corvos non- 
commissioned officers, in our rapidly 
onpenstag Arny. 

Tech, Set, A. I, Murin, A. C., heads 
the instruction staff as chief instruc-~ 
tor and is 4 zraduate of the Air Corns 
Technical School, located at Chanute 
Field, Illinois. There are thirty- 


five other instructor specialists who 


have also graduated from branches of 
this same school or have been particu- 
larly selected here because of previous 
experience and merit, 

The school has been in operation 
during the past. nine months and the 
fifth gradueting class finished on 
Avril 5, ven thouvh the instruction 
is exacting and calls for the closest 
application »y students, the method 
of selecting suitable candidates for 
the school has been so uniformly suc- 
cessful that only 20 ver cent of the 
students so far have been eliminated 
during the various examinations which 
are intersversed from time to time, 

Thus the Panema Canal Department Air 
Force, under the command of Maj. Gen- 
eral Frank M, Andrews, has not been - 
ponne.2e 50 devend entirely on schools 
in the States for furnishing experienced 
enlisted technicians, Through their 
own efforts, from personnel and facil- 
ities available in this. Denartment, 
they are turning out good workmen, able 
to take their place at the side of the 
"old timers" in maintaining the. latest 


airplanes and other intricate aviation 

ecuipment in top condition, ready for 

its cefensive role in protecting Amer- 

ica's "life~line," — Panama Canal. 
woes OU Qn 


TRAINING OF WaATHER OBSERVERS 


Enlisted men at Scott Field, Belle- 
ville, Il1., desirous of entering the 
weather service are especially fortun- 
ate in being on duty at an Army post 
having one of the few Base weather sta- 
tions in the service, 

While Air Corps station commanders 
have been asked to transfer into weath- 
er squadrons men qualified for training, 
the equipment and training facilities 
necessary to conduct the preliminary 
Veather Observers! course developed at 
Scott Field canbe only carried at simi- 
lar base stations. 

Master Set. H.J. Pryber, senior in- 
structor and noncommissioned officerin 
Charge of the station at Scott Field, 
has acouired two former university men 
as assistants. Pvt, Charles W, Svetlik, 
a graduate of the Wisconsin State Teach- 
ers' College, instructs the students 


in the use of maps, codes and charts, 


while Pvt, Kenneth C, Yallander, who 
received degrees from the State Univer-— 
sities of both Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
teaches theory, mathematics and physics, 

The training received at the Scott 
Field weather office prenares the stu- 
dents for the entrance examination for 
the three months! forecaster class con- 
ducted at Chanute — Tll. 

a, } |, an 


CADETS GRADUATE FROM RADIO COURSE 


Marking the successful completion of 
a 16-week training period, 57 Flying 
Cadets gradueted fromthe Officers' Ra- 
dio Communications course, conducted at 
Scott Field, Ill,, and received diplo- 
mas, The graduates will be assigned to 
duty at other stations, where they will 
be given twenty weeks of actual applica-~ 
tion of their newly acquired knowledge, 

Upon the comletion of the training 
schedule, designed to meet the need for 
more communications officers, the grad- 
uates will receive commissions as 2nd 
Lieutenants in the Air Reserve, 

The cadet detachment ouartered at 
Scott Field, numbering at present 150 
men, recently moved to new quarters, 
built at a cost of $19,000 and planned 
to house 180 cadets, 

While attending the classes at Scott 
Field, the cadets are under the comand 
of Captain E,S, Allee, supervisor of the 
Officers! Radio Communications course. 
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THE MASS FLIGHT OF BOMBERS TO HAVAIT 


The mass flight of 21 "Flying fFort- 
resses" on Mey 13 from Hamiiton Field, 
Calif., to Hawaii, recalls to mind the 
fact that slmost 14 years ago, on June 
28-29, 1927, First Lieuts, Albert F, 
Hegenberger and Lester J, Maitland, Air 
Corps, were the first airmen to make a 
non-stop flight across the 2400-mile 
stretch of water sevsreting Haweii from 
the mainland of the United States. It 
will also be recalled thst several 
months later a number of civilian fly- 
ers attemoted to accomplish the same 
feat in competition for prizes agere- 
GassRe 055,000, offered by Mr, James D, 
Yole, Hawaiian pineapple planter. Two 
planes out of eight starters finished, 
and seven flyers were lost at sea and 
three were killed in crashes before the 
start. 

Thus, after a lapse of 14 years, it 
would seem that this erstwhile hazard- 
ous crossing is all ina day's work 
with the vresent-day heavy bombardment 
plane, 

The 21 B-17D's, the latest model of 
the "Flying fortresses," were commanded 
by Volonel Sugene L, Bubank, Air Corps, 
Lieut, General Delos C, Emmons, com 
manding the GHQ 4ir Force, was in the 
leading plane, Taking off from Hamil- 
ton Field at 9:20 p. m., E, S. T., the 
planes landed at Hickam Field, T, H., 
the following day at 11:28 a, m.,35.8.7 
Thus, the long flight over the Pacific 
was accomplished in the elapsed time 
of 13 hours and 59 minutes, as against 
the record of 25 hours and 50 minutes 
of the epochal flight of Lieuts. Hegen- 
berger and Maitland, who are now Lieut, 
Colonels in the Air Corps, 

As a preceutionary measure for this 
flight of land planes, the Navy Depart- 
ment provided destroyers at three sta- 
tions enroute, 

The arrival of these plenes mark the 
first of the Flying Fortress type of 
bombers to be stationed in Hawaii. 
Others will follow later, Prior to 
their arrival, the most modern type of 
medium bomber, with an operating range 
of approximately 800 miles at sea, had 
been pert of the Hawaiian command, More 
of these medium bombers also are to be 
delivered in the near future, according 
to a War Department announcenent, 

The 3-17) has a speed of more than 
300 miles per hour and is equipped with 
the most modern armement and armor, 

' ‘The "Flying Fortress" has well estab- 
lished its reliability in long-distance 
flights. Over three years ago (Febru- 
ary 15-27, 1938), six B-17's successful- 
ly accomplished e Good Will Flight from 
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Langley Field, Va., to Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, and return, a total distance 
of 11,082 miles, 

Later in that year (August 3-11), 
three B-17's were flown on a Good Will 
mission from Langley Field to Bogota, 
Colombie, end return, 

In the following year (November 10- 
26), seven B-17's, with General Emmons 
in command, were flown on a Good Will 
mission from Langley Field to Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, and return, the total 
distance covered being anvoroximately 
12,000 miles, - 

we OU0-—-— = 


GUNNERY PRACTICE BY 36TH PURSUIT 


The 36th Pursuit Squadron, Mitchel 
Field, N,Y., recently returned from a 
most successful gunnery camp, made 
possible because of the great interest 
of the enlisted personnel inthe firing 
end their maintenance of the airplanes 
in such an excentional manner that no 
time wes lost for repairs of any kind. 

Several squadrons of the 8th Pursuit 
Group were recently engaged in gunnery 
practice at Groton, Conn, 


---~000-—— 
HAVATTAN AIRMEN ENJOY OVERNIGHT STAY 


During a routine training flight to 
other islands, 12 pilots were forced 
to remain overnight in Hilo, on the 
Island of Hawaii, due to bad weather, 
The airmen were delighted over the op- 
portunity of seeing more of the town 
fromthe ground, They returned the next 
day laden with orchid leis and native 
curios, 

---000--- 


BOMBER LANDS IN GATUN LAKE 


Occupants of a Bombing plane recently received 
thrills added to those ordinarily experienced in 
night flying. While circling over Gatun leke at 
1500 feet, both engines failed. Efforts to start 
them by Lieuts. R.O. Good, L.E. Henson and Tech. 
Sgt. Richard McDowell proved in vain. With onlythe 
wing lights to show the way, a successful landing 
was made on the lake. Sgt. McDowell stated: “She 


skipped once and then hit - and, man! It was a long, 


long time between....% Pvt. lst Cl. L.C. Enright. 
in the nose of the plene, was knocked out by the 
landing impact. He missed drowning in the flooded 
compartment only by being pulled out by It. Henson 
and the prompt application of artificial respiration 
by Capt. J.D. Moreley, Flight Surgeon, a passenger. 
The plane remained afloat three days until salvage 
operations were accomplished. It was a total loss, 
the bottom being ripped out by the stumps sticking 
wp in the lake. Others aboard were Sgts. L. Magli- 
ano, C.J. Morressette and Pvt. lst Cl1.0.R, Butler. 
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MCCHORD FISLD PsRSONNEL IN }!ANSUVSRS 


The first assignment of officers and 
men fromthe 89th Reconnaissance Squad- 
ron to Felts tield, Snokane, Wash., for 
particivation in maneuvers were re- 
lieved and returned to McChord Field 
on April edrd, 

Seven pilots participated in ten days 
of intensive training in night and in- 
strument flying, and they were relieved 
by six new pilots, Acting as crew 
chiefs at Felts Field are Tech, Sgt. 
Garlinger and Set, J,H, McKnown. Set. 
M.S, Hale is attached to the 89th crew; 
Ypls, A,F, Phillips end 2,J, Saylarare 
engineering the field floodlights, and 
Sgt. Michaud, Col, Levy and Pvt. lst 
Cl, Bowers are the radio operators. 

avery day sees more improvements at 
the camp. A recreational truck, leav- 
ing nightly and carrying the mento and 
from Spokane, is usually crowded, for 
the people of Syokane ore making in- 
creased efforts to entertain the men in 
uniform, Plans are under way to estab- 
lish a recreational center for them in 
some centrally located building - a 
place large enough for the men to read, 
lounge and hold dances, Those who are 
in charge say the center is akin to the 
"Hostess" houses est-blished during the 
last war, and the boys say - "Not bad; 
not bad at all." 
officers and 
25 enlisted men have been particivat- 
ing ina month-long field exercise at 
Felts Field, under the command of the 
17th Bombardment Group. The training 
period is devoted to transitional and 
night flying under field conditions, 
and upon the conclusion thereof other 
personnel will prone field, 

-=--—-0U0--— 


McChord Field, “Jash,: 
The 95th Sombardment Sauadron has 


been busily engaged in flying the new 
B-25's with which it will soon be com- 
nletely equipped, The first three of 
these planes were ferried from the North 
American aircrsft plant by Majors Law- 
son, Goodrich end Centain Blakey, end 
they, in addition to nine other »nilots, 
have completed their check-offs on these 
fast-flying medium bombers, 

Ten wnilots of the Souadron, graduates 
of Classes 40-D and 40-E, have been 
checked off onthe B-18, B-18A and 3-23 
Bombers, 


ee Field, Fla,: 
ong the activities of the 43rd Bom- 


bardment Squadron during the latter . 


half of Avril were cross-country navi- 


gation flights, gunnery on slick-cover- 
ed water and on tow targets; and bomb- 
ing missions onslick and on the MacDill 
Field range, ouelifying enlisted men 
at verious altitudes, 


Crews fromthe 52nd Bombardment Squad- 
ron ferried back from March Field the 
first four ofa number of "Flying Fort- 
resses" to be assigned for service at 
the Florida station, After being check- 
ed and flight-tested at March Field, 
these bombers arrived at MacDill Field 
on April e3rd, and the oldtime 3-17 
crew chiefs greeted them mich the same 
as e new baby in the family. Within 
five minutes efter the big ships land- 
ed, mechanics were climbing all over 
them, so as agein to familiarize them 
selves with the new equipment, 

In this connection, the News Letter 
Corresnondent of March Field, Calif., 
commenting on the receint of a rush or- 
der by the 30th Bombardment Squadron 
for the transfer of these four nvlanes 
to MacDill, stated: "The men crewing 
these airplanes have a sad note in their 
voices when sveaking of their departure 
because in many cases these planes were 

heir 'First Love,' - the first air- 
planes they crewed which were fully 
equivned for eny type of tactical mis- 
sion, However, there is a brighter 
side, becnuse they feel that they will 
soon be assigned to crew a newer and 
better type aircraft." 

Master Sgt. Ballard E, Smell, Line 
Chief, and the crew chiefs of the four 

lanes, Master Sgt. A.E, Stewart, Tech, 

gts, L, G, Patchin, C, L, Hunley and 
Staff Sgt. T.J. Crumley were busy pre- 
paring the airplanes for transfer, each 

lane being given a complete 50-hour 
insvection and all technical orders be- 
ing complied with, 


Langley Field, Va,: 

Lieut, Colonel Harold D, Smith and 
Mejor Francis B, Valentine, commending 
the 34th and 43rd Bombardment Groups, 
resnectively, were recently engaged on 
an extended x-country flight throughout 
the New England States to survey pos- 
sible locrtions of bombing ranges in 
the vicinity of the new air bases at 
Bangor, Me., and Westover Field, Mass, 


Savennah Air Base, Ga,: 

five officers of the 27th Bombardment 
Group (L), Lieut, Colonels B.S, Thom- 
son, GA, McHenry, Captains Norman R, 
Burnett, A,L., Schroeder and lst Lieut, 
Edward N, Backus, denarted for March 
Field on April 19th to ferry back five 
A-20A airplanes. 
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MANEUVERS AT FELTS FIELD, WASH, 


Since April 13th, personnel of McChord 
Field, Wash,, hsve been participating 
in field operations at Felts Field, 
Spokane, Wash, 

The start of the second week of train- 
ing saw some 10 ships, 48 officers, 
six flying cadets, and 150 enlisted 
men working herd on a well planned 24 
hour e day schedule, 

Under the command of Lt, Col. W. R, 
Peck, the personnel, representing every 
tactical outfit stationed at McChord 
Field, devoted themselves to the tasks 
and inconveniences of maneuvers with 
such splendid efficiency and coopera- 
tion that the week-old camp is already 
installed, in field fashion, with 
practically all of the convenience of 
ome and few bottlenecks, everything 
considered, 

Lieut, 2, 2, Johnson, 42nd Air Base 
Groun, supervisinga crew ofmen from the 
Sth Bomb, Wing at Felts Field, had the 
smell tent city lsid out and ready for 
occupancy by Sunday, April 12th, the 
official opening day of the maneuvers. 
Actual flying started the next day. 

On arrival, the flight crews, ground 
crews, transportation, conmunications, 
medical, maintenance, and operations 
sections were s11 sveedily located in 
their respective tents and established 
in smooth running order, With the ex- 
ception of some of the peculiar hours 
recuired, and the absence of the fa- 
miliar PX, there is little to be de- 
sired, 

A rigorous flyin= schedule of three 
hours of day flying and eight hours of 
night flying is deine adhered to, in 
order to carry out the basic assignment 
of the maneuvers for the pilots in 
training to comlete the GHQ and War 
Department requirements for instrument 
and night flying. The night schedule 
was divided’ into two shifts of four 
hours each, the pilots and crews al- 
ternating the early and late shifts. 
Extra hours of day flying have been 
added when necessary. 

To supply needed fuel, two trucks, 
hauling two trailers each, were dis- 
patched from McChord Field with 8,000 

allons of gas. With Sgt. Allen, 89th 
Reconn, Sodn, in charge, the trip was 
Maite in 22 hours, 

So far the maneuvers have been favored 
with sparkling spring weather, and the 
City of Spokane, as yet “uninvaded" by 
the Army in any ouantity, may be called 
asoldiers' paradise. The cityis easily 
accessible from Felts Field and the re- 
cevtion of the men with wings has been 
enthusiastic, 


A word may also be said for the fine 

fficiency of those responsible for the 
cooperetion between the camp and McChord 
Field, Supplies, mail, laundry, and 
the things the boys forgot to bring 
have been arriving promptly on request, 

The 89th Reconn, Scdn, is well renre- 
sented, some 35 officers andmen active- 
ly perticipating. Two bombers, a 3-23 
and a B-18A, carrying the red and yel- 
low checkered covling of the 89th, which 
ere on the line at Felts Field, are re- 
ceiving a thorough workout fromthe 89th 
pilots to complete the requirements in 
instrument and night flying. The pilots 
are: Lieuts, L.A, DeLapn, 5, Carter, 
R, E, Wegner, C. Sharnless, E. V-lorz, 
and A. M, Thomson, with Lieut. W. J. 
Wrigglesworth acting in command of the 


ar cm 
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89th, At the end of the first week 
Lieuts, DeLapp and Carter were checked 
off as first pilots on day and night 


flying in the B-18A, and on day flying 
in the 3-23, 

Lieut. D.M, Jones, of the 17th Group, 
end Capt. Vv. L, Taylor, side to General 
Curry, have been filling in as first 

ilots on the 89th ships in order to 
eep the schedule intact, 

To date, ground operations under crew 
chiefs Staff Set. Henry, Sgts. Routhier, 
MckKnown, and Beckwith, have proceeded 
smoothly and with no delays, Sgt. J. 
McMahon is acting flight chief, 

Verious other 89th Sqdn, men are oc- 
cupying key positions at Felts Field, 
Cpls, Murphy and ‘white are operating 
the field flood lights; Sgts, Hunn and 
Humeston are performing all the arma- 
ment inspections and meintenance on the 
field, and Cpl. Stuart is assisting 
the ground radio wi? sana 

www QUQ=—00 


When lst Lieut, Howerd F, Bronson 
was assigned as scuadron commander at 
France Field, Cenal Zone, one of the 
first things he ordered was the move- 
ment of the orderly room to the hangar. 
With this move, the scuadron commander 
needs only to have one office, With 
the office on the line among the men, 
where more than 90% of the squadron 
personnel work daily, the commanding 
officer expects toforma better under- 
standing with the members of his com- 
mand and to be of a greater assistance 
to them in their work, 

The new system is working out very 
favorably, and some are asking why it 
was not ies before, The only handi- 
cap at present is the leck of desired 
space for all the functions, It is 
expected, however, that this situation 
will be remedied in the near future, 


Plans were formulated for an addition 
-10- 
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to the North wall of the hangar in the 
“form. of a lean-to, 15 feet square, It 
is just a matter of routine before the 
‘‘Quartermaster apvroves this. request, 
* The welding shop. will be moved into 
. the new addition, giving the hangar of- 
fice the desired synace to run an effi- 
cient engent se tim, - 
--~900--- 


CONCLUSION OF MOBILE FORCE MANEUVERS 


The final critioue of the 1941 maneu- 

ver season was held at the headouarters 
of the Panama Mobile Force onthe morn- 
ing of April 5th in order to study the 
lessons learned and to outline plans 
for subsequent operations, 
_ In. attendance were officers of the 
fobile Force from beth sides of the 
Isthmus and high ranking officers from 
the Air Corns and Coast Artillery Corps. 
Admiral Ssdler and members of his staff 
were the guests of Maj. General W, £, 
Prosser, commanding the Panama Mobile 
Force, | 

Large maps and charts, covering the 
recent operations, were vresented for 
instruction and, sefter a general ex- 
planation of the purnose of the meeting, 
a more detailed study of the maneuvers 
was made, This was followed by an ex- 
planation of the nrovosed organization 
and a discussion of the problem by the 
several regimental commanders, followed 
by remarks from Department and Air 
Corps officers, The critique was closed 
by a short address by Gen, Prosser, 

—--—OU0-—--— 


MITCHEL FIELD DEMONSTRATES 
AIR-RAID PROTECTION 


‘To give the public a picture of what 
the Air Defense Command will do in the 
event of an-invasion, an elaborate 
demonstration of the air-raid warning 
system and oe system was 
Staged at Mitchel Field. on Sunday, 
April 20, 1941, 

Some 5000 persons witnessed the dem- 
onstration, which was dramatized ina 
Coast-to-coast broadcast.over the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, . Cameramen 
of four newsreel companies recorded 
every detail, so as to give potential 
volunteers for the civilian observation 
work an idea of their duties, The War 
me ryt se recently announced plans to 
enlist more than 500,000 ° civilians as 
observers and ber and telephone 
operators in filter and information 
centers, a . + a 
? Civilian observers first spotted the 

enemy" B18: bombers from Langley Field 
over Long Island Sound in the vicinity 


>) 


of Great Neck, and telephoned the alerm 
to the. nearest information:center, The 
course of the invading planes was plot- 
ted quickly and 12 planes fromthe 36th 
Pursuit Squadron were dispnatched to 
meet the invaders. The vilots dashed 
to their planes, which had been warmed 
vw previously, and took off in less 
than a minute efter they had received 
their telenhoned instructions.. 

As the "enemy" planes came “ within 
range of the ground defenses, the anti- 
aircraft guns went into action, ‘firing 
blank three-inch shells. . The guns had 


‘been rushed by motor truck from Fort 


Totten, Queens, by the 62nd Coast Ar- 

tillery. | : ‘ 
* --~000-—- . 

SIGNAL !i:N IN MANSUVERS 


Snow, sand and.sea water were all 
included ina wetk's joint maneuver 
recently completed by the 32lst Signal 
Co., Air Wing, and the 25th St gual Pla- 
toon, Air Base, at March Field, 


The group was encamped the first 
night in the snow and ice along' the 
shore of Baldwin Lake. A sudden shift 


of temperature was experienced as the 
convoy dropped the next morning through 
the Mojave Desert and nitched cam for 
the following night on the county fair 
grounds at Inperial. | 

The next three days were spent at 
Dripping Springs in the Cleveland Na- 
tional Forset. where the’: men engaged in 
a communications problem,: stringing 
wire through the mountains, setting up 
five telephone switchboards, three 
telegranh sets andoperating three mes- 
sege centers, Hikes, mapping and 
sketching. were also included in this 
training program. 

Aside trip was made to Oceanside, 
giving several men from the midwest an 
opportunity to view the Pacific Ocean 
for the. first time, Almost perfect 
weather marked the trip, this being 
the first time the 32lst had ever been 
on an overnight: problem without having 


to_c in the. rain, 

Eighty men, including four officers, 
made the. trip. Lieut, Blount and two 
men from the Medical Corps accompanied 


the group..A rolling kitchen and port- 
able Post Exchange furnished all the 
necessary chow and incidentals, The 


sole casualty reported was diagnosed as 
an overdose of camn-cooked beans. 
wm OO Geant 





~—- 





The lamps of Liberty are lit. 
ape, flam nO dag aS. : 

Y muss wsPig, cen. Davenport Johnson 
V-~8838- ry A. C. 
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FLIGHT TO LIMA 


Maj. General Frank M, Andrews depart- 
ed from Albrook Field on Friday, Avril 
11, in command of a tactical training 
flight of two bombers for Lima, Peru, 
and returned to Albrook Field on Thurs- 
day, April 17, The route down was by 
way of Cali, Colombia, and Talara, Peru 
and the return flight was by way of 
Talara, Peru, Passengers on the flight 
in both directions were: Hon, Emelio 
Ortiz de Zevallos, Peruvian Minister 
to Psnama, and Col, Kenna G. Eastham, 
G.S.C,, of the Panama Canal Department. 

On the return flight, two Peruvian 
officers accompanied Gen, Andrews, They 


were: Capt. Hoivge of the Peruvian 
Navy and Maj. Hubner of the Peruvian 
Army. These officers will spend a 
fortnight in the Canal Zone observing 
military aviation training, 
Accompanying Gen, Andrews on the 
flight, as members of the crews were: 


Col, Francis M, Brady, A. C., Acting 
Chief of Staff of the Penama Canal De- 
artment Air Force; lst Lieut, Hugh D. 
Wallace; 2nd Lieuts. John H, Carter and 
Rudolph I, Miro; Tech, Sgts, Marvin M, 
Ebinger, George H. Johnson, and denry 
W, Pike, and Staff Set. Gustav H, L. 
Fehrm, all of the Air Corps, 

Gen, Andrews and Col, Brady were 
greeted warmly by Peruvian officials 
and a series of entertainments,combined 
with the practical work of the flight, 
made it interesting as well as produc- 
tive of valuable results 

Previously, on March 31st, Gen, An- 
drews flew to Bogota, Colombia, in a 
transport vlane and brought to the 
Canal Zone, Hon, Snruille Braden, U.S. 
Ambassador to Colombia, This was a 
special flight to exoedite the journey 
of the Ambassador, who was enroute to 
the United States. The 1,000- mile 
round trip was completed in six hours, 
including the ston at Bogota. The 
personnel in the flight, in addition 
to Gen, Andrews were: Capt, Marvin F, 
Stalder, A. C,; Technical Sgts. Frank 
C, Thomas, ussell W, Kleckner and 
Staff Sgt. Glenn Y, Frum, Air Corps. 

Flies to Guatemala 

On Avril 14, three bombers, under 
the command of Lieut. Colonel Rex K, 
Stoner, departed from Albrook Field on 
a regular monthly tactical flight to 
Guatemala, by way of Salvador, The 
return trip was by way of zonnoienipa, 
Honduras, Managua, Nicaragua, and San 
Jose, Costa Rica, The flight returned 
to Albrook Field on Anril 16. The per- 
sonnel of the flight were as follows: 
Capt, J-ck M, Malone,-Jst Lieut, John 
P, Procter, 2ndLieuts, EdwardW. Scott, 
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Keith 4, Lynnton, and sugene H, Berken- 
kamp; Staff Sgt. Alexander Adams, Sets. 
John A, McDonald and Otto G, Anderson; 
Cpl. Frederick H, Lenigan, and Pvts, 
Ist Cl, John Z, Richards andCharles fF, 
Dupont, all Air Corps. Lieut, Colonel 
Thomes G, Dobvyns, I1.G6,.D,; Maj. Gaulden 
M, Vatkins, Inf.; Maj, ‘’illiem A, Vede- 
meyer, F,A.; Maj. Arthur Roth, C.A.C.; 
and Capt, John \’, Jonnell, A.G,D,, ac- 
companied the flight from the Uanal 
Zone to Guatemale City and return, 

The many interesting contacts de- 
veloped on previous tactical flights 
to Central America were renewed and 
flight informetion was verified and 
amended, Various other flights of a 
special nature to distant points were 
mede in recent weeks end an ever in- 
creasing number of officers and enlist- 
ed men of the Fanama Canal Department 
Air Force have had the opvortunity of 
participating in these flights. Par- 
Sicipation in such flights is one of 
the highlights of forei.tn 
the Penama Cenal >the 

—--OU0—-~-— 


AN ENGINSORING ReconD 


service in 


On the afternoon of April 10th, the 
Borinoven Field 3ase ungineering De- 


artment was notified that a bomber 
ad cracked up on the runway. Thirty 
minutes later, all arrangements for 


temporery repairs were made, 

A close inspection of the plane re- 
vealed that the entire tail assembly and 
all its reinforcements were torn off and 
badly damaged, also that the major por- 
tion of the metal from the tail post to 
rear endof fuselage needed replacement, 

Under the direction of Tech, Sgt, V. 
E, Thompson, inspector, repair work wes 
immediately started. In less than 45 
hours from time of accident, the plane 
was flight—tested by lst Lieut, Herb- 
ert Morgan, Jr,, engineering officer, 
found accentable, and then flown to the 
Middletown Air Depot for overhaul. 

The crew verforming the revair work 
comprised Tech, Sgt, V. +, Thomson. 
Staff Sets. C. Jones, R, H, Dulude, C.S&. 
Thomas, S,H, Voyles, Set. R, Heyland, 
Col. Hardin, Pvt, lst Cl, J.L. Mitchell, 
Pvts, H.D, Shaw and H.C. Collier. 

A year ago, sugar cane grew and flour- 
ished at the snot where this work was ac- 
complished, In that brief snan of time, 
under the direction of Lt, Col, R,V, Ig- 
nico, base engineering officer, shops 
were built, machinery installed and new 
men trained, Much is yet to be done, but 
the above accomplishment needs no trump- 
ets' flourish to sound Borinquen Field's 
key note--efficiency and coordination. 
V-8838-1, A.C. 











Be 
Be 
eh 4 














AKMY 


DAY 





Moffett Field, C=lif.: 

During the Army Day celebration on 
April 6, Moffett Field entertained over 
40,000 visitors, - Between 14,000 and 
16,000 private cars vassed through the 
gates of the post, and others were park- 
ed along U.S, Highway No. 101 for three 
miles in either direction from the 
field, 

One of the vrime reasons for the suc- 
cess of the day was the cancellation 
of other open house celebrations in the 
San Francisco Bay area, weather reports 
indicating rain and stormy weather for 
the weekend. Moffett Field's weather- 
men, however, maintained that the weather 
would be fair and’ warm, and plans for 
the celebration went on without any fear 
of a downpour, As usual, their vredic- 
tions were "on the nose," and special 
nilitary police avpointed for the day 
later complained of sunburn. 

All phases of air training were on 

display. Of ovrine interest were the 
activities around the massive Moffett 
Field hangar, where over 50 BI-13 air- 
planes were lined* up for inspection, 
28 of which were used for demonstra- 
tions of actual flying in’ connection 
with training. During the afternoon, 
a formation of 27 planes, in three ele- 
ments of nine each, passed across the 
field ‘in review. ‘ 
‘ A-number of operation and equipment 
exhibits provided instructive views of 
activities at ean Air Corps training 
school, Air Corps supply hada conmmlete 
display of flying clothing and personal 
equipment of a flyer, Base engineering 
demonstrated various types of propel- 
lers, tools, parachutes, and other air- 
craft essentials, The Academic Depart-— 
ment provided visits to classrooms for 
the observance in detail of school ac- 
tivities, Housekeeping in the Army 
also seemed to be of prime interest, 
many thousands crowding through the 
Flying Cadet barracks to examine the 
mess hall, sleeping quarters and re- 
creation rooms, 

Hundreds of visitors stood in line 
awaiting an opportunity to walk across 
the ramps built over the wings of three 
basic training planes to afford them a 
view of the controls and instruments. 
The OA-9 amphibian and another observa~ 
sree plane also attracted much atten- 

on, 

To make the day more complete for the 
visitors, two concerts were given by 
the 160th Infantry Band from San Luis 
Obispo. A 75 mm. gun, brought by Bat- 
tery "A," 143rd Field Artillery, also 
from San luis Obispo, fired occasional 
Salutes, ' 

Additional examples of air field op- 





erations. were vrovided by a Signal 
Corvs and operations office demonstra- 
tion of actual radio flight control 
from the airdrome control tower to air- 
craft in the sky, The post photogra- 
phic section exnibdited aerial nhotogra- 
phic equipment and the work produced by 
it. Weather man8& and forecasting para- 
phernaliea were shown by the Weather Of- 
fice, and first aid demonstrations were 


- given by the Moffett Field station hos- 


pital. 

Another attraction, in the form of 
a modern recruiting trailer and pubdlic 
address broadcasting of programs, was 
provided by the recruiting office, 

The activities ofthe day were closed 
by a formal retreat ceremony staged by 
the Flying Cadet Detachment, with the 
cooperation of the 160th Infantry 3and 
and the Battery "A" gun crew from the 
143rd Field Artillery. 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone: 


~ Army Day waS observed with open house 


from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Bombers. which 
figured prominently in recent Central 
American, Caribbean, 3razilian, Peruvi- 
an and Colombian flights, were disnlay- 
ed on the hangar line. There was also 
a display of ordnance equipment, includ- 
ing various sizes of demolition bombs, 
vistols, shotguns, machine guns, flares, 
gas masks and grenades, 

The radio department displayed vari- 
ous kinds of broadcasting and receiving 
sets inuse in airplanes and ground sta- 
tions, 

Nichols Field, P,1,: 

For probably the first time since 
its institution, Army Vay was really 
observed in the Philippines, with 
Nichols Field playing a léading role. 

Army Dry was heralded on April 4, 
5,6 and 7 in all editions of the three 
snglish newspavers of Manila, A seven- 
vage sunrlement of the rotogravure sec- 
tion of the “Sunday Tribune carried 
features and stories of the - status, 
the work, the equipment and expansion 
of. the U.S, Army. 

A demonstration flight was Nichols 
Field's contribution to the Army Day 
progrem, The formation, led by Maj. 
Kirtley H; Grege,. flew over Cavite, 
Corregidor, Forts Stotsenburg and Mc 
Kinley, and passed in review over the 
residence of the American High Commis- 
sioner and the departmental headcuar- 
ters in Manila. 


‘Large crowds lined the Iuneta and 
Dewey Boulevard to witness the demon- 
stration, All the Manila papers were 
enthusiastic in their praise. 
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FAST TRANSPORTATION OF DRUG 
SAVzaS BOY'S LIFE 


A recent mercy flight from Salt Lake 
City, Utah, was instrumental in saving 
the life of a bor who lay critically 
ill in a cooner mining camp in semi- 
isolated northern Nevada, 

A victim of streptocoecic infection, 
the 5-year-old son of H, S, cagun, 
storekeeper for the Mountain City Cop- 
per Company at Rio Tinto, Nevada, wes 
reported recovering after sulfanilamide 
was rushed by plane and automobile to 
his bedside, 

A telephone call in the morning for 
the drug from Dr, T.R. Seager, of Rio 
Tinto, reached the manager of a phar- 
macy in Salt Lake City about 15 minutes 
after a westbound passenger airliner 
had taken off, snd the next means of 
transportation was a passenger bus due 
to leave 2% 1:30 p.m. A Tew minutes 
after the vharuacist contacted Lieut. 
Colonel Earl 4, DeFord, Commanding Of- 
ficer of the 7th Bombardment Group, a 
B18, in charge of Lieuts, D. F, Sharp. 
and S.M,H, ‘lalker, of the 9th Bombard- 
ment Squadron, was enroute to Elko, 
Nevada, with a smell viel of sulfanil- 
amide aboard, 

The plane arrived in #lko at 10:18 
a.m., an hour end 22 minutes after its 
departure, The drug was immediately 
trensferred to Or, Seager's waiting 
automobile, and shortly thereafter it 


which ouickly took the shane of » big 
amphibian vlane, end as it taxied in 
beside the big 3-23 bomber an alert em- 
ergency crew went.into action. It was 
the work of but a few minutes to’ trans- 
fer the patient to the huge warbdird, 
Piloted by Cenvtain Terrell, with Lt. 
Duncan as co-vilot and Nejor Smith, of 
the post hosvital, ettending the na- 
tient, the bomber was soon off on its 
way towards satis Field, Calif. 
--—-0U0—-—— 


PANAMA AIR FORCE IN MERCY HISSION 


_ An Army transvort, piloted by Lieut. 
Robert O, Good, flew to the interior 
of Panama on Avril 24th and returned 
with 68-year-old Nancy Lee, dmghter of 
Thomas Lee, Chinese Vonsul in Panama. 
Upon arriving at Albrook Field, little 
Nancy, seriously ill with malaria, was 
taken immediately to the Panama Hospi- 
teal and, at latest reports, was show- 
ing imorovement. 

Vent, Sdgrrd L, Olsen, surgeon at 
Albrook Field, and his medical assist- 
ents, Pvts, Purdue and Rowley, pas- 
sengers on the flight, attended little 
Nancy on the return trip. In addition 
to the pilot, the crew consisted of 
Lieut, Willinm J. “feldon, Tech, Sgt, 
O, R, Hutchins, end Staff Set. VW. R, 
Houghton. 

—--000-—— 


Class 41-C Graduates from Kelly (Cont'd fromP. 6) 








was in Rio Tinto to serve its very inm- 
portant »urnose, 


turers. morticians and merchants and representati 
— 7 ep atives 


of other trades and professions. Average young Amer~ 
icans with ability to learn, they desire to serve 
their country in the hour of need. 

Seven and one-half months ago, they reported at civ 
ilian primary flying schools and began training on 
the Simplest of military planes, powered with 165=225 
Hep. engines. In this phase of training they receiv- 
ed 65 hours of dual and solo flying. They were then 
trensferred to Randolph Field. where they received 65 
hours of basic flying training on planes with fixed 
lending gear and manually controlled wing flaps. In 
addition, instruction was given in meteorology, aero- 
dynamics, theory of flight, maps and mp reading, 
navigation, communications and military drill. They 
were then shifted to Kelly Field, where they received 
advenced training on modern basic combat planes of 
600-625 h.p. motors, with retractable landing gear, 
constant speed propellers and hydraulically operated 
flaps. This training included 70 hours of formation, 
instrument and navigation flying day and night. This 
completed a course of 200 or more hours of flying. 

Of the 181 newly commissioned flyers, 71 were recom 
mended for duty as instructors and the remaining 110 
for assignment to tactical wits. : 

Among the many visitors to see their sons or rela- ; 
tives graduate was Lieut. Colonel John M. Clark, com 
mending the Middletown Air Depot. Middletown, Pa., i 
flight, who pinned his own first pair of wings on the blouse 

Soon a sveck gppeared to the north - of his nephew. Harry M, Albaugh, of San Antonio, Tex. 

-l4- V-8838-1. A.C. 


TWO SERVICES JOIN IN EMERGENCY FLIGHT 


The speed, maechine-like efficiency, 
and cooperation of two government avi- 
ation services ‘as recently demonstrat- 
ed when the U, S. Coast Guard and the 
McChord Field Air Base teamed wp to 
save a soldier's life, 

Private F.L. Gulch, of the U.S. Coast 
Artillery, Fort Worden, Wash,, was dan- 
gerously ill. Grangrene had set in, and 
doctors conceded that his only chance 

| to survive was to rush him by plane to 
| the Letterman General Hospital at the 
Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. 

Following a hurried cll to the Coast 
Guard, an ambhibirn visne was dispatch- 
ed from Port Anzeles, piloted by Lieut. 
M,C, McDermid 2nd Ensign A.'. Woerker, 
end the soldier was flown to McChord 
Field, Wash, In the meantime, . call 
had deen put in to McChord Field to 
have a plane ready, anda bomber wes 
warmed un so as to be ready for instant 
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TREMENDOUS FORCE CF AIRSTREAM IN NEW WIND TUNNEL 


When Nature stirs up a 76-mile-per-hour 
wind, it is called a hurricane. But man- 
made wind which will howl through the giant 
wind tunnel being constructed at Wright 
Field for Army Air Corps research and de- 
velopment will have more than 25 times the 
force of a hurricane whenthe tunnel is op- 
erated at its maximum speed of 400 miles 
per hour. 

To create this blast, and to absorb effi- 
ciently the driving force of the 40,000 
horsepower electric motor which motivates 
them, fans unlike any ever built before 
were designed in the propeller laboratory 
at Wright Field. 

The blades for these fans were an espe- 
cial problem. No existing propeller plant 
possesses the facilitiesfor making hollow- 
steel blades of the necessary size. And 
since all such plants were busy with de- 
fense orders for airplane propellers, the 
wind tunnel's fans are being built of wood 
by a crew of 36 carpenters and pattern mak- 
ers, under the supervision of Major Edward 
M. Robbins, chief of the engineering shops. 

Due to their size, the individual blades 
of the fans look more like airplane wings 
than blades and are, in fact, airfoils. As 
described by D.A.Dickey, chief designer of 
the propeller laboratory, two fans in tan- 


dem and 40 feet in diameter will be used. 


Like spokes on a wheel, 16 blades will be 
mounted on the hub of each fan. 

A complete blade with attaching parts 
weighs 1500 pounds. The metal hub scales 
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Production line showing wind tunnel fan blades taking shape. 


58,200 pounds. Combined, the two fans will 
weigh 164,400 pounds and revolve at the rate 
of 300 revolutions per minute at top speed. 
At this rate, Dickey calculated, the centri- 
fugal force tending to tear a blade loose 
from the hub approaches 394,000 pounds, and 
six tons of air per secondis passing through 
each fan. , 

The basic stock from which the blades are 
built comprises 75,000 board feet of prime 
spruce from the State of Washington. Receiv- 
ed in four carload shipments, it was dried 
out in kilns, machine planed, and vise-glued 
edge to edge to produce the working widths 
necessary. 

Meantime, the pattern makers, working from 

blue prints on which the 13.5-foat. blade was 
divided into 13 stations of one foot each, 
constructed templates (patterns) for each of 
the 42 layers of the rough blade; two master 
templates for the face side and camber side 
of the blades; metal finishing templates for 
each station; and a special jig press in 
which the 42 leyers are glued together under 
a@ pressure of two million pounds. 
_ Special pneumatic spoke shaves were devel- 
oped at the Materiel Mivision to work the 
rough block. down. until the master template 
could be slipped on. 

A rotary handsaw, riding on the template, 
cuts vertically into the blade at each sta- 
tion. When these cuts are coated with ink, 
workmen are guided by the ink marks down to 
the point where the finishing templates, 
smeared with black crayon, show up the remain- 
ing high spots. 
When these have 
been taken off 
carefully with 
hand planes, the 
blade is sandpap- 
ered and finished 
with two coats of 
aluminum paint. 

The whole blade 
project ,32 blades 
and eight spares, 
will have taken 
six months by com- 
pletion time,Maj. 
Robbins stated. 
Workmenareputting 
blades through the 
jig press now at 
the rate of one a 


The eight spare 
blades? "If a 
model ever tears 
loose and goes 
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flapping around the tunnel at 400 miles 

an hour into the fan blades, come 

back andI'1ll show you what these snares 

are for," declared Major Paul H, Kemmer, 

chief of the sircraft laboratory in 

Charge of the wind tunnel project. 
---000-~— 


NEW UNIT ZSTASLISHED AT WRIGHT FIELD 


A new devartment, known as the Sched- 
uling Unit, was recently established 
at Wright Field, This unit, an agency 
of the Office of Production Menagement, 
Aircraft Section, and consisting of 
renresentatives of the OPM, Army, Navy, 
and British Air Commission, was estab- 
lished for the purpose of exercising 
control within the aircreft industry 
of all aeronautical equipment and ma- 
terials which affect aircraft produc- 
tion, Its function, as the name implies, 
will be, through complete surveys of 
the production field as a whole, to 
schedule materisls, mechine tools, sup- 
plies, etc, among the menufacturers in 
such a manner as to eliminate bottle- 
necks, prevent delays, and smooth out 
conflicts between aircraft end other 
industries, thus sneeding un production, 
As at present, conditions cnlling for 
decision or corrections will be handled 
by avpertaining Air Corps, Navy, or 
British insvectors at the plant of the 
manufacturer wnere possible, Where it 
is not possible to correct a condition 
locally, the Scheduling Unit will take 
up the problem without delay. 

At present the members of the Sched- 
uling Unit at Vright Tield are Curtis 
N, Nyden, OPM, Administrator; Maj. J. 
F, Early, reoresentative for the Army 
Air Corps; Co.amender Byron Connell, 
representative for the Navy; and Colonel 
William S, Cave, representative for 
the British Air Commission, Assisting 
in its work, the Scheduling Unit will 
have the services of the Production 
Survey Branch, Production Engineering 
Section, Materiel Division, headed by 
Maj. #arly. 

A formal directive regarding the 
funcsions and duties of this new Sched- 
uling Unit is being »repvared by the Of- 
fice of Production Management, and will 
be issued to all members of the air- 
craft industry and the related Govern- 
ment representatives. 

---000~-- 


NIGHT MAINTE ANCE PROBLEMS 
AT RANDOLPH FIELD 
By the Randolph Field Correspondent 


Pioneering night maintenance with 
the introduction of the new fluorescent 
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type light, the 53rd School Souadron, 
Randolph Field, is establishing a nun- 
ber of new records. 

Continued large classes of Flying 
Cadets end fewer planes due to trans- 
fers to new fields, make it necessary 
for every craft to be kept in top fly- 
ing condition at all times. The 53rd 
has done its part by weet | the dail 
average of shipe in commission from 6 
to over 90 per cent. On many days it 
has had a perfect mark of 100 per cent. 

Tech, Sgt, Richard Nelson has placed 
most of his skilled crews in a central 
Maintenance hangar, with very snatis- 
factory results, despite the fact that 
the squadron has an all-time high per- 
centage of inexperienced personnel. 

Records disclose that apnroximately 
ll jobs per day, a tot of 1,099, 
were accomplished from Jan, 20 to April 
26, 1941, a period of 89 working deys. 

The number of 100-hour inspections 
totaled 233. The 50-hour insvections 
reached 243, and there were 66 first 
25-hour inspections. Engine changes 
numbered 52, and miscellaneous tasks, 
415, 

The more efficient maintenance has 
contributed materially in making pos- 
sible a souadron flying time record of 
56.529 hours for the past 12 months, 
of which 52,366 hours were accomplished 
during the current eng year. 

-—-=—OU0--— 


MANY ENGINE CHANGES AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


Flying time under the Air Corps ex- 
pansion program has increased to such 
an extent that mechanics at Randolph 
Field, Tex., are sevtine new ail-time 
records for engine replacanents, ac- 
cording to recently conmizred figmres, 

The 46th School Scouacron, typical 
of the field, chanted 110 engines in 
the fiscal year, encing June 30, 1940. 
By mid-«pril of this year, however, 
the squadren has alreedy replaced 114 
power plents, with the prospect of add- 
ing 18 to 20 a month until the fiscal 
year ends, 

Supervisors account for the drastic 
increase by citing the larger amount 
of flying time--49,453.25 hours flown 
by this one souairon in the last nine 
months as compared with 46,679,35 hours 
for the entire fiscal year eniing June 
30, 1940, which was considered an aver- 
age year under normal condivions, 

No actual overhauling of engines is 
done at the "West Point of the Air," 


this work being taken to the_centrally 
located air devot - Duncan Field, Tex, 
on sel Riecpee 
err © Fight one more round!......... 
V-8838-1, A.C. 
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FIFTY YEARS OF TRANSPORTATION PROGRESS 


Seeing the time lanse for the travel 
of the 400 miles between Spokane and 
Seattle, Wash., drop from 30 days to 
one day, and then to 55 minutes, is the 
experience of Major Marvin Marston, Air 
Corns, at McChord Field, Wash, 

Major Marston, who started traveling 
at an early age, is in a sense an au- 
thority on the evolution of transporta- 
tion methods, if movements on land, 
sea and in the air over the period of 
half a century in the covere wagon, 
the automobile and air transport can 
qualify a man to be an authority. 

His earliest recollection of pioneer 
traveling dates back some 45 years, 
when, at the age of three, he journey- 
ed from his home and birthplace at 
Tyler (near Spokene), Wash, ,to Seattle. 
This 400-mile trek was of 20 days! du- 
ration, fraught with dangerous river 
crossings and all of the hardships of 
mere trails for roads across desert, 
forest and mountainous country. 

From this early beginning, themajor 
Caught the spirit of the call to far 
places, At the age of 16, after at- 
tending school in Seattle, he decided 
Alaska needed his presence, After a 
year spent there, he returned. to the 
States and went east to college, 

One day in the 1920's, a young man 
swung into his sutomobile and travers- 
ed the same general route to. Seattle 
as he did when a baby. On this trip, 
the time element had shrunk to one day. 
Today, in 1941, in one of the Army's 
huge bombers, he makes the hop in 55 
minutes, 

Roughly, the foregoing quickly covers 
a svan of 45 years, To go into the 
colorful life of this man in detail, 
however, would take thousands of words, 
Sketching his life in short order, we 
find the major for a time as the ath- 
letic coach of the Greenville, I11l., 
College, Then, with the indomitable 
spirit of pioneering in his veins, he 
explored the south Hudson's Bay country 
and for ten years operated the Great 
North Air Service out of Rouen, Quebec, 
This outfit was equipped with 22 Wacos, 
Bellancas and Stinsons, These are not 
the sveediest ships in the world, but 
what work horses! They carried every- 
thing from eggs to oxen, dogs to funer- 
als - and everything arrived safe and 
sound, 

The ability of the airplane to anni- 
hilate distance ina country where 
roads are practically unknown, and the 
medium of water transportation is too 
slow for these modern times, is a prime 
necessity in the development of this 
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rich, wild country. 

By way of illustration...the first 
trin made into a certain section re- 
quired ten days of back-breaking labor; 
the next, with avlane, took just 40 
minutes, In this country, much of 
which is unoccupied and largely unde- 
fended, untold opportunities exist, 
Most of the Canadian area is easily ac- 
cessible only by airplane, and the abil- 
ities ofaman of the calibre and train- 


ing of Major Marston are a prime re- 
quisite in settling it. In addition 
to the initiative, there must be the 


ability to meet all emergencies, live 
in the bush end Arctic country, be a 
mechanical wizard, alsoa doctor, nurse 
and commander in combination, 

The family tradition of do it and do 
it in a large way is being carried on 
by the major's. daughter, Jean, one of 
the first women pilots to receive wings 
and who is now employed by the American 
Airlines in the Philadelphia district. 

Major Marston isnowon duty with the 
17th Bombardment Group at Felts Field, 
Spokane, participating in field exer- 
cises, 

Considering all of the foregoing, the 
major's gold leaves were well earned, 
end the Air Corps is benefitting by his 
wide experience re ot ate 

woweme OU Qaamee 


NEW SQUADRONS UNDER AIR CORPS EXPANSION 


Among recently enlisted Air Corvs 
personnel at Randolyh Field, Texas, a 
dozen new squadrons were activated for 
assignment to fields in Texas and on 
the west coast. According to present 
plans, almost half of the men will be 
sent to Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif. 
Others were transferred to Ellington 
Field, Houston, Texas, and some will 

o to a new field now under construc- 
ion at Victoria, Texas. 

In the meantime, officers in charge 
of recruit training exnect several hun- 
dred more new men to arrive at the 
"West Point of the Air" during the 
next few weeks, 

About 200 who heve enlisted in the 
current expansion program to provide 
ground personnel for the nation's 
30,000-nilots-a-year training schedule 
have been sent to technical schools at 
Scott Field, East St, Louis, Ill., and 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, 11l1,, for courses 
in airplane maintenance and mechanics, 

On being assigned to duty, they will 
become eligible for ratings as air me- 
Chanics and substantial increases in 
pay. Zach man is tested for his adapt- 
ability for the various technical clas-— 
ses being conducted, 
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COLORED SQUADRON BEGINS TRAINING 
By Pvt. Wm. Judy, a,c. 


For alert young colored men interest- 
ed in aviation, the Ides of March was 
en eventful day. This historic date 
of Caesar's downfall this year marked 
the birth of the 99th Pursuit Squad- 
ron, first all-colored unit in the Army 
Air Corns. 

On March 2lst, the first group of re- 
cruits who enlisted in the squadron at 
Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., ar- 
rived at Chanute Field, Ill, More new- 
comers from other fields soon swelled 
their ranks, and now there are more 
than 240 men in the squadron, most of 
them prevaring for training as airplane 


mechanics and ground crew specialists. 


in the Chanute Field brench of the Air 
Corps Technical School. 

They will learn how to service and 
repeir planes to be used in training 
35 colored pilots for the 99th Pursuit 
Sauadron, beginning about Oct, 1, at 

skegee, a. The colored students 
will take the rerewlar intensive tech- 
nical courses previously limited to 
white youths, 

The young soldiers forming the new 
squadron come from throughout the Unit- 
ed States, the largest groups repre- 
senting the South and East, In civil- 
ian life they held a wide renge of jobs, 
while many were college students and 
outstending athletes, In the squadron's 
ranks, for instance, are seven members 
of the football scuad which won the 
Negro championship for Morris S3rowm 
College, Atlante, Ga., in 1940, 

Adapting themselves readily to Army 
life, the recruits of the 99th are 
showing afine coonerative spirit, will- 
ingness to learn end work, according 
to their officers, They are also tak- 
ing an enthusiastic part in the Chanute 
Field athletic and recreational pro- 
gran, participating in softball, bowling, 

oxing and other activities, 

The veteran First Sergeant of the 
squadron, Henry Scott, formerly of Fort 
Benning, Ga., says that he feels "more 
than proud" of his position. "I have 
under my command over 206 of the finest 
young men in America, The manner that 
these men go adout their respective 
duties and the effort they put into 
their work show that they really mean 
tusiness, and realize what the future 
holds in store for them," 

_ the sincerity of purpose demonstrated 
by the youths finds strong support 
among their parents. Typical of the 
attitude of fathers and mothers is a 
letter from Mrs. M, W, McClellan, 657 
East 50th Place, Chicago, Il11., whose 
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son, Oral, has enlisted in the 
ron. She wrote Capt. H, R., 
squadron commander; 

"Oral is my only son, and I am glad 
that he can find a place in the serv- 
ice of his country at this time. I 
hope he will be a credit to her andwill 
render real service in whatever cavacity 
she needs hin, If I had 10 sons, I 
would feel the same way, I assure you," 

Officers of the unit are Cant. Maddux, 
of San Antonio, Texas, squadron command- 
er; Lts, Howell G,. Crank, Tulsa, Okla.; 
Robert C. Smith, Louisville, Ky.; and 
William F, Klum, Detroit, Mich. Non- 
commissioned officers assigned to the 
souadron in addition to lst Set, Scott, 
are Sgts. Edsel Jett, Fort Hauchuca, 
Ariz.:;: Jack Dickerson, Greenville, Ga. ; 
James Heed, former line coach of the 
Morris Brown college footbell team, At- 
lanta, Ga.; James Blackstone, Tuskegee, 
Ala.; and James A. Tibbs, Columbus, 
Chio; Cpls. Marshell Thomas, Ft. 3Sen- 
ning, Ge.; and Charles W, Settles, At- 
lantea, Ga, The office personnel also 
includes Sgt. William C, Minnefield, 
Montgomery, Ala., and Cpl. Gerald Brown, 
Mayesville, Ohio. 

The squedron has received good wishes 


squad- 
Maddux, 


from several prominent persons interest- 


ed in its future. "Cab" Calloway, or- 
chestra leader, wrote: "Lots of luck 
to a group of boys that we are devend- 
ing a great deal on. Here's hoping you 
will come through with flying colors." 

Max and "Buddy" Baer, famous boxers, 
offered their best wishes "to a real 
bunch of boys who are doing their part 
ina great cause, Nay , you never re- 
egret your part in serving Uncle Sam at 
this time of world crisis. And may 
your reward be a safe journey home to 
your loved ones," 

The entrance recuirements for the 
colored men are the same as those of 
all other Air Corps men. These en- 
listed men have opportunities to take 
flights in airplanes and training in 
air mechanics, instruments, parachute 
rigging, metel working, welding, armor- 
ing and other fields. 

---000--— 


BRITISH GENERAL VISITS NICHOLS FIELD 


The Commander-in-Chief of the British 
Far Bastern Forces, Sir Robert Brooke-— 
Popham, was a recent visitor at Nichols 
Field, P.I., andwas very favorably im- 
pressed with all he saw. During his 
stay in Manila, he was in the company 
of high ranking U.S, Military and Naval 
officers, 
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OKLAHOMA CITY'S ATR BaSs# COMMANDER 
TAKES HOLD 


Radio Station WKY, Oklahoma City, 
Okle., carried s new voice over its 
transmitter on April 2lst, as Colonel 
Ross G, Hoyt, Commanding Officer of the 
new Army Air Base, extended his greet- 
ings to the community and the State, 

According to the News Letter Corres- 
pondent, after arriving st his new sta- 
tion from Hamilton Field, Calif., where 
he commanded the 20th Pursuit Group, 
iron faced, genial Col. Hoyt took over 
the C,0,'s temoorery office inthe U.S, 
Army hangar and got busy on these de- 
tails: 

1, Started looking for a house for 
himself and his family, Score at the 
end of two weeks was zero, and the 
Colonel and his ledy continued to re- 
side in a downtown apartment, The 
reason was not so much the lack of 
housing facilities worthy of a Colonel, 
but lack of accommodations for a Colo- 
nel's horse. 

2. Called his officers together and 
outlined jobs, policy, and his hopes 
for a competent, smooth running organi- 
zation, The staff, consisting almost 
90% of Reserve officers from other 
branches of the service, walked out an 
hour later knowing a great deal more 
about what was expected of them than 
they did when they walked in, First 
reaction: "whe 'old man' is a pretty 
nice . 

3, toured the base area and surround- 
ing country in a 3-18A, checking run- 
ways and aporosches; obtained the lay 
of the land, and started the search 
for a bombing practice range, So far, 
nothing official was announced, but 
several possible sites are under con- 
siceration, 

Meanwhile, Colonel Hoyt entertained 
the press, gave his first speech before 
the local Chember of Commerce, and 
courteously interviewed any number of 
hopeful applicants for everything from 
positions as pvost tailor to chewing gum 
concessions, 

A few of the highlights in Colonel 
Reye's career are — 

. Served several tours of duty inthe 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps. 

2. A reputation as one of the out- 
stancing authorities on pursuit avia- 
ticn in the service, 

&, A solo flight from New York to Nome, 
Aleska, in a Curtiss Hawk pursuit air-— 
Plane in 1929, Slapsed time, 48 hours, 

4, Participated inthe famous endur- 
ance flight of the airplane "Question 
Mexk," in January, 1929, which also 
set up a record for its day, 
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CHANGES IN PERSONNsL AT HAMILTON FIELD 


An aura of restless change has been 
prevelent at Hamilton Field, Calif., as 
the units organized and trained there 
prepare to move out to garrison the new 
West Coast air bases, 

Apparently the first new base to be- 
gin operations will be the station of 
the 55th Pursuit Group at Portland, 
Ore,, commanded by Lieut, Colonel Josenh 
L, Stromme. The 4érd Air Base Groun, 
organized at Hamilton Field for that 
purpose, left April 18th for the north- 
ern station, This Grown is commanded 
by Captain Herbert S, Beeks, The ad- 
ministrative officers accompanying it 
on its move were Captains Cullen J, 
Degrew, Henry F, Haas, Stanley 2. Wentz, 
Glen C, Heavenridge, lst Lieuts, Robert 
L, Mushen, Daniel M. Harvey, Hyme A, 
Budd, Jacob Seiden, 2nd Lieuts. Max M. 
Goldstein, Lewis 5, Tiffany, Leonard 3, 
Taylor, Earl A, Spencer, Herbert D, Ivey, 
Jr,, James 3, Wrigley, George W. White 
and Herold R. Johnson, 

Departing for duty at the Air Base 
eat Oklahoma City were Cantains Arthur 
V. Jones, Jr., Charles S, Carlson, Aaron 
L. Johnson, lst Lieut. Travis W, Bras- 
field. 

Cantein Henry WV, Bitt and lst Lieut. 
Nolen N, Christner departed for Fresno, 
Calif., the new home of the 17th Bom- 
bardment Group (M). 

Still hard at work on organization 
and training at Hamilton Fieldare other 
units slated to move out sometime in 
the future, including the 14th, 5lst 
and 54th Pursuit Groups, 

The 82nd Observation Squadron, com 
manded by Major wm, ©. Sams, whose 0-46 
and B~10 planes were long a femiliar 
sight on the line at Hamilton Field, 
moved to its new station at Selinas, 
Calif., on April 8th, 

Other personnel changes at Hamilton 
Field during April included the promo- 
tion of Major George P,.Tourtellot to 
Lieut, Colonel end Captain P. K, Mor- 
rill, Jr., to Major on March 2list, and 
the transfer of Major Thayer S, Olds 
from the 20th tothe 14th Pursuit Group 
and of Major Homer L, Sanders from the 
55th Pursuit Squadron to the 5lst Pur- 
suit Group. 

---000--— 


SOLDIER BOYS FARE BETTER IN THE ARMY 


Some 100 members of the California 
Home Economics Association, composed 
of professional women occupying impor- 
tant positions in various industries, 


inspected the Air Co Trainin De- 
tachment at 


s 
Gal—Aero headeny s Ontario 
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field early in May. 

In addition to gaining a first-hand 
view of the National Defense progran, 
and becoming ardent supporters of Air 
Corps training, the women were partic- 
ularly interested in kitchen and mess 
facilities, and openly expressed the 
opinion that - "It looks to us as 
though these boys fare better in the 
Air Corps than they do at home." 

---000--- 


AIR MARSHAL BISHOP INSPECTS CADETS 


"Never give up in a fight; no matter 
how tired you are, remember that the 
other fellow is probably even worse 
off. 

This was the advice given to the Fly- 
ing Cadets at the Air Corps Training 
Detachment at Cal Aero Academy's Onta- 
rio Training Center by Air Marshal 
William A, Bishop, V.C., D.S.0., of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force, and Allied 
"Ace" of World War No, 1. 

Visiting the Training Detachment 
as guest of Maior C, C, Moseley, Cal- 
Aero president, who was his host in 
Southern California, Air Marshal Bishop 
arrived in a Lockheed Hudson Bomber, 
complete with camouflage and RAF insig- 
nia, piloted by Jimmy Mattern, famous 
Lockheed flyer. 

Air Marshal Bishop spent about twenty 
minutes in a careful insvection of the 
Cadets and evidenced keen interest in 
the type of men under instruction as 
future officers, Evidently greatly in- 
pressed with the men with whom he had 
just talked, he congratulated them on 
their appearance on parade and outlin- 
ed to them his recent observations on 
the British battlefront. 

Prior to the inspection at Ontario, 
Air Marshal Bishop visited the Air 
Corps =waneing Detachment at Cal-Aero 
Academy and Curtiss-Wright Institute 
in Glendale, and made a short address 
to more than 2,000 civilian students 
and Army men at pee post, 

——— OU 0--— = 


LUCKY FIVE FOLLOWS QUINTET THRU ARMY 


Five officers, five years, at five 
stations! 

This unusual situation, wherein the 
careers of five Air Corps officers have 
been parallel since 1936, has been ex- 

erienced by five 2nd Lieutenants sta- 
yioned at March Field, Calif., namely, 
Walter W, Lavell, Owasso, Okla.; Carey 
L, O'Bryan, Zarlsboro, Okla.; John W, 
Norvell ringfield, Mo.; Richard J. 
Kent, , Nebdr.; and James H, S, 
Rasmussan, Phoebus, Va, 





The first meeting of this group took 

lece in 1936 as they entered the United 
a Military Academy at West Point, 

Their second move together, after 
graduating from the Academy in 1940, was 
to the Spartan Aircraft Training School, 
in Tulsa, Okla., where they received 
their primary flying training. From 
there, with the quintet still intact, 
they made their third move, to Randolph 
Field for basic training, and their 
fourth move to Kelly Field for advanced 
flight training. 

Finally, after graduating from Kelly 
Field on March 14th of this year, they 
made their fifth move together, when 
they were ordered to duty at their 
present station. 

Upon their arrival at March Field, 
they were all assigned to the same 
bombardment group: where they are con- 
tinuing their long association and 
Close friendship. 
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AMERICA'S NO. 2 GATS CRASHER IN PANAMA 


The News Letter Correspondent from 
France Field, Panama Canal Zone, has 
learned that one of the recent re-— 
cruits at that field, Ralph Johns, who 
hails from New Castle, Pa., has a na- 
tion-wide reputation as America's Gate 
Crasher Number 2, also as a stand in 
on the Hollywood Movie lots where 


sheiks are needed, The first gate he 


crashed inthe Army wes the mess gate. 

"We cannot but believe," declares the 

Correspondent, "that this was his 

greatest gate-crashing achievement. 

Anyone doubting this should try to 

break a mess line x Panama," 
—-—-—O0VU0——— 


TRUCK COMPANY ARRIVES AT SCOTT FIaLD 


Arriving in convoy <fter a 950-mile 
trip from Hunter Field, Savannah, 52 
trucks, driven by members of Truck Co, 
E, 30th Quartermaster Regiment, reached 
Scott Field after a three-day haul. 

Reporting tothe Scott Field Quarter- 
master for duty, the 30th, originally 
stationed in Louisiana and transferred 
to Hunter Field last November, will 
operate on a semi-permanent status at 
Scott Field to help relieve the load 
on the Quartermaster Detachment trans- 
portation scction as the field expands 
to absorb the increasingly large numbers 
of students sent there for training at 
the Radio Communications School, 

The convoy proceeded to Scott Field 


commanded by Capt. John F,J, MaGill, and 


assisted by Lieuts, Rentz and Urban. 
V~8838=1, A. C. 
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ORLANDO AIR BASE 


Less than a year ago, the site of the 
Orlando Air Base was a semi-marshland, 
cluttered with tall pines. 


base, generously sprinkled with orderly 
rows of — and citrus, and bustling 
with activity. 

In its various activities, the base 
which is commanded by Col. Thomas S, 
Voss, has deftly caught step with the 


stride of the nation's preparedness. 


peauren to become an integral factor 
n_the scheme of the defensive set-up, 

Full and eager cooperation was re- 
ceived from Central florida civic au- 
thorities and governmental agencies in 
the remarkably fast development of the 
base, which is located just outside 
the eastern limits of the City of Or- 
lando and encompssses the site of the 
former Orlando Municipal Airport, A 
personnel of 2500 men are stationed at 
the base, and additional recruits are 
arriving daily. Nearly 200 building 
units, meeting the diversified . needs 
of the post andcovering over 700 acres, 
go into the make-unm of the base, 

The post is now a finished product, 
except for the completion of projects 
of a secondary nature and further land- 
scaping, The semi-marshland has given 
way to a level, well-drained cantonment,. 
Orderly rows of buildings, on which a 
$15,000 paint job was just completed, 
have saestentas the irregular pattern 
of the native pines, Hard-surfaced 
streets criss-cross the base, Row upon 
row of palms and orange and grapefruit 
trees ve been set out by landscape 
engineers to keynote the base's face- 
lifting progran, 

An idea of the scope of the land- 
scaping and improvement plans are enm- 
bodied inthe fact that 900,000--that's 
right, 900,000--palms of various types 
were placed at the disposal of the base 
command, 

Only such projects as the continued 
enlargement of the air field; the ini- 
tiation of a $100,000 recreational pro- 

ram; and the completion of quarters 

or non-commissioned officers and.their 
families remain to be effected accord~ 
ing to the original blueprint of the 
base, The latter mentioned project 
entails the exnenditure of $350,000, 
with the neat bungalows being erected 
in an area which was formerly an orange 
grove, 

With an allotment of $612,000 for en- 
largement and improvement, this air- 
drome, when completed, will be twice 
its original size, constituting one of 
the best landing fields in the South, 


Today it. 
is an attractive, f eee? hg air 


Within a few weeks, 5,300 feet of 200- 
foot wide paved runways will be ready 
for use... Over half that lineage of 
runway. is now available, The sin- 
gle hangar nowcomoleted and in use is of 

he largest type utilized by the Army 
Air Corps. 

The base was originally manned by 
the 23rd Composite Group and the 25th 
Air Base Group, both being activated 
at. Maxwell Field, Ala., last summer, 
These two original units arrived in 
Orlando last September and, after a 
four-month tenure of the Central Florida 
Fair Grounds in a tent city, moved into 
their permanent quarters in mid-December. 

The 23rd Composite Group is composed 
of Hqrs, and Hars, Squadron, the 24th 
and 54th Bombardment and the lst Pur- 
suit Squadrons, 

The 25th Air Base Group comprises 
Hars, and Hqrs,--Squedron, the 26th Air 
Base Sgquadron and the e5th Materiel 
Squadron, 

Since the arrival of those two units, 
the 244th, 89th and 3lst Quartermaster 
Regiments were assigned to the base, 
And, with the 25th Air Base Group serv- 
ing as the parent group, the 5lst Air 
Base Group was activated here in March 
for assignment to the new West Palm 
Beach base, 
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VICTORIA, TEXAS, PILOT TRAINING SCHOOL 


The War Devartment recently announced 
the award of contract for construction 
of an advanced pilot treining school 
et Victoria, Texas, to the American-~ 
Friedman-Bitulithic Associates of Hous- 
ton, Texas, a co»venture consisting of 
the American Construction Company of 
Houston, the Texas Bitulithic Company 
of Dallas, and Harry B. Friedman, of 
Fort Worth. x, 

The initial work under this contract 
is estimated to cost $1,525,000, with 
additional work contemplated ih the 
amount of $700,000 when sufficient 
funds become available. 

The contract covers the necessary 
construction for getg Th 3 students and 
preperation of the flying field with 
necessary night lighting,runways, etc. 

This contract was cleared by the 
Office of it chatter Management. 

seme OC Orr 


A definite stev was taken on May lst 
incident to defense housing for married 
noncommissioned officers at Barksdale 
Field, La., the Public Buildings Ad- 
ministration Se a contract for 
the construction of 139 units on the 
outskirts of Bessemer Wok La., at an 
estimated cost of $411,000. 
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PROGRESS OF CONSTRUCTION AT AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Gunter Field, Montgome Ala. + 

Construction at = Field, the home of the. 
Basic Flying School of the Southeast Air Corps Train-~ 
ing Center, is progressing in a satisfactory manner. 
The hangar at the west end of the field is just 
about completed, and the laying of concrete for the 
parking mat was started. 

Roads are being constructed and should be complet- 
ed within the next four weeks. Barracks were com- 
pleted and are ready for occupancy. Quartermaster 
activities were moved into the new warehouse; sup- 
plies are being rapidly stored in proper order and 
operations are settling down to normal. The Post 
Ex moved into its new building. 

Now that the field is becoming a regular Army Air 
Corps station, with facilities for accommodating 
visiting officers and enlisted men, Gunter Field 
personnel invite their friends to drop in and pay 
them a visit. Then they can see for themselves what 
is being accomplished around this section of the 
country in connection with the National Defense pro- 
gran. 


Barksdale Field, La.3 

Of the $33,616,683 appropriated to the State of 
Louisiana for defense construction, the sum of 
$1,636,750 was allotted to Barksdale Field. Among 
the projects to be undertaken under this allotment 
of funds is the construction of three supplementary 
landing fields, and two landing fields for construc- 
tion work, adjacent to the present landing field on 
the Barksdale reservation. 

The most ambitious of the different plans proposed 
by the War Department for Barksdale Field is the 
construction of two more paved runways, costing 
$715,000, to form a triangle with the existing one. 
Each of these runways will be 5,000 feet long by 
3,000 feet wide. Being nearly a mile in length, they 
will constitute two of the largest runways in the 
nation. Both will be lighted for night flying. 

Another item of new work will be the construction 
of 12 igloos for the storage of bombs and ammunition. 





Bowman ae See aa 
eld, soon to home of the 16th Bome 


bardment Wing, the 46th Bombardment Group and the 
28th Air Base Group. is steadily nearing comletion. 

Brigadier General Junius W. Jones was recently re- 
lieved from detail in the Inspector General's Depart- 
ment and assignedto the command of the 16th Bombard- 
ment Wing. 

Since the arrival last December of the Commanding 
Officer of the base Liecut.Colonel George P.Johnson, 
the base has hummed with activity in preparation for 
the arrival of the new units. Construction has pro- 
gressed to a point where there are now 122 buildings 
above ground. The inspection of buildings is going 
on daily in order to make them ready for acceptance, 
after which painting and spring planting begin. No 
“ppropriation was made for shrubs and trees. Through 
the cooperation of civic clubs and officials cf 
Louisville, however, these necessary items will be 
furnished. 

‘The 249th Quartermaster Company recently arrived 
from Fort Knox, Ky. The Second Weather Squadron De- 
tachment is holding forth in the Weather Station, 
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located in the Administration Building of the Municie- 
pal Airport. 

The construction of 100 family dwelling mits. to 
be used by enlisted wen and their families, was ap- 
proved by defense housing officials in Washington. 
These units will rent from $16 to $24 per month. If 
of a permanent nature, they will be single-family 
homes. If temporary, they will be of the dormitory 
type. 
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Scott Field, Ill. 

“Work is nearing completion on approximately $500,000 
worth of construction projects, these including six 
new Flying Cadet barracks, erected at a cost of 
$100,000; a sewage disposal plant for the new canton- 
mnt area, costing $140,000; and a 6.000-man mess 

hall at an approximate cost of $209,965. 

The Flying Cadet barracks. of the semi-permanent 
type, provide one room for every two men, and since 
each barracks will house 30 Cadets, a grand total of 
180 will be accommodated. 

Completion of the sewage disposal plant is expected 
within 90 days. A comlete wit of the filter type, 
it will be able to provide sewage disposal for 
10,000 men in the new cantonment area. 

Also nearing completion is the new mess hall for 
the School Group at the field. Planned to accommoe 
date 6,000 men at one time, it is believed that the 
equipment of the kitchens will surpass anything ever 
seen before at this post. 

Lawson Field. Ga.3 

Fainters recently put finishing touches on the new 
control tower for the airdrome at this field as the 
program for its expansion continued. Equipment al- 
read installed will provide radio control over all 
planes taking off and landing at the field. 


Westover Field, Mass.3 
Early in April, Signs cf Spring became evident at 
this field as painters started dressing up all the 


buildings with white paint. More than 12 miles of 
first class roads will be constructed at this air 
base under bids which have already been opened. Under 
plans which started in April, the job comprises six 
miles of concrete road, six miles of gravel road with 
bituminous surface treatment, and miscellaneous gravel 
roads ani service sidewelks. This does not include 
the large concrete aprons in front of the hangars. 

The barracks area is receiving a blanket cf loam, 
in which will be planted 4,000 pounds of rye grass 
seed as a preliminary. The picture will then be 
white structures against a green background, especi- 
ally as viewed from the air. Eventually, five tons 
of permanent seed will be sown. 
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Eglin Field, Valparaiso, Fle. 

nh addition to the recently completed hangar and 
gymmasium buildings, construction projects for Eglin 
Field, costing over three million dollars, have been 
approved. These include the erection of thirty en- 
listed men's barracks, eight each supply rooms, day 
rooms and administration buildings, three mess build- 
ings, four officers’ barracks, a hospital, post ex- 
change, Quartermaster motor repair shop, theater, 
cperations building, Link Trainer building, para- 
chute building, five ammunition magazines and other 
utilities structures. 
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NATIONAL SERVICH LIFE INSURANCE : 
-By Waddell F, Smith, ilajor, Air Corns. 
Military Personnel Division, 0,0,A4,C, 


This article is directed to the eat- 
tention ofall classes of military per- 
sonnel who have applied for National 
Service .Life Insurance since October 
8, 1940. 

Since that date the Veterans Admini- 


stration has received more than 395,000 


applications for National Service Life 
Insurance and it can be seen that it 
is a Herculean: task to process that 
Many apvlications, This article is 
written to assure such applicants of 
the status of their avvlications and 
insurance coverage, 

The Insurance Division of the Veterans 
Administration has always been very ac- 
curate in its’ contract relations with 
policyholders and is continuing to 
Maintain its standards, but due to the 
sudden load since October 8, 1940, it 
has had difficulty in keeping pace. Ap- 
plicants for insurance are urged to have 
patience and allowthe Veterans Admini- 
stration time to shoulder the load. 

All applicants who have met the re- 
quirements in apnlying for the insur- 

ence and are paying the premiums may de 
sure that they are Fully covered by the 
insurance, even though they have or may 
not have received certificate. 

Following a practice during the World 
War, the Veterans. bureau does not issue 
a policy for the application for Nation- 
al Service Life Insurance. The Act of 
October 8, 1940 authorized the issue of 
afive year term contract with privilege 
of conversion to a permanent plan of in- 
surance after one year and before expir-— 
ation of the five years, As the initial 
contract isfor term insurance, the Vet- 
erans Administration issues to appli- 
cants a"National Service Life Insurance 
Certificate." This designates the nun- 
ber of the contract, the amount of in- 
surance, the effective date and the 
name of the applicant, 

This certificate is full evidence of 
the contract of insurance and no policy 
will be issued unless or until the term 
contract is converted as provided by 
law after one yeer fromissue sandwithin 
the five-year term period, When the in-. 
sured converts, he then will receive a 
regular policy onthe plan of converted 
insurance selected. 

ps hte that are filled outcor- 
réctly with service record properly 
verified are usually acted on and a 
certificate. issued to the applicsnt 
within a month, However, some are de- 
layed due to necessity of verifying 
service records with the Adjutant Gen- 
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eral, dates of induction, extension of 
active duty, There is an endless amount 
of work which mst be-done end done care- 
fully and accurately in processing these 
applications before the time comes when 
tne certificate. can be mailed out. 

It is suggested to new applicants 
that they be certain that their appli- 
cations :are. made out correctly and with- 
in the 120-day period. Then they should 
pay the premiums regularly, preferably 
by deduction from pay, andin course of 
time they will receive a certificate. 

Applicants should make an exact copy 
of the application to file as “pers of 
their papers andto keep until the cer- 
tificate arrives, It is also a good 
plan to put a memo withthe copy of the 
application indicating how premiums are 
being paid, by allotment monthly, or by 
monthly, ouarterly, semi-annuel or 
annual check, 

Whenever any money is. sent to the 
Veterans bureau, whether check or money 
order, in payment of any premium after 
the first, it should be made peverre to 
The Treasurer of the United States and 
sent to Director of Finance, U.S, Vet- 
erans Administration, Washington, D,C, 
Delay in crediting such sums will be 
avoided if, in communications a corre- 
spondent gives his full name, service 
number, amount of hs Septet ys and age 
and date of birth, t pee! Can be 
seen that this will enable the Veterans 
Administration to identify his insur- 
ance record, There are so many dupli- 
cations of names that action must 
be delayed until definite location of 
the proper individual's record, It is 
wortnwhile to keep a copy of all such 
communications as evidence of the trans- 
actions, 

Paragraph 14 in the application for 
National Service Life Insurance asks 
where and to whom the applicant wishes 
the certificate mailed. A large per- 
centage of certificates issued by the 
Veterans Administration are mailed to 
the individuals designated in Paragraph 
14 of the applications, Also a large 
perenne of such applicants forget 

hat they recuested that the certificate 

be mailed to some other individual and 
then wonder why they have not received 
their certificates. 

Some applicants do not have any liv- 
ing beneficiary within the permitted 
classes, namely wife, child. tlocieding 


edopted child, step-child or illegiti- 
. mate child) parent, or brother or sister 
(including whole or half blood) of the 
V-~8838-1,A,C, 
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insured, Not having any relatives with- 
in the permitted classes does not pre- 
clude issue of the insurance. Para- 
graph No, 12 of the application should 
be completed "No living beneficiary 
within the permitted classes," The 
certificate will be issued to the appli- 
Cant and should he subsequently marry 
or have children he then is privileged 
to name such beneficiary. If an ansured 
dies without having a named beneficiary, 
then search will be made and the insur- 
ance paid to beneficiaries in the fol- 
lowing order: first, widow, if she 
survives the insured, If no widow, 
then payment will be made to child or 
children, equally. If no children sur- 
vive the insured, then payment will be 
made to parent or parents if living, 
otherwise to brothers and sisters, 

If an applicant has no beneficiaries 
within these classes, he should apply 
for insurance anyhow because of the 
probable future need of the insurance, 
Under normal conditions, such an indiv- 
idual could wait until the need arose. 
However, National Service Life Insurance 
must be applied for within 120 days of 
induction into the service, The extreme- 
ly high quality of the insurance and 
the very low cost make of it a value 
which is too good to pass up. 

This insurance should ast be looked 
upon as temporary protection for the 
emergency; rather es permanent life time 
insurance protection by conversion to 
one of the regular permanent contracts, 
after one year and before expiration of 
the five-year term, 

Following the orld Wer, the War Risk 
Insurance Division of The U.S, Veterans 
Bureau received meny claims by widows 
and parents for payment of husband's or 
son's insurance, when such insurance was 
never applied for, The Veterans Bureau 
was put in a bad light and had to face 
the unpleasant tesk of denying payment 
to — beneficiaries, Investiga- 
tion in most cases revealed that the 
individual never apolied for insurance, 
but for personal reasons advised wife, 
mother, or other supposed beneficiary 
that he had government insurance when 
he had never applied for it, 

In recent weeks the author has talked 
with reserve officers, enlisted men, and 
selective service enrollees and found 
that some individuals were under the im- 
yeenenae that they were automatically 

nsured -by the Government and had so 
informed their dependents, These con- 
Clusions were arrived at by casual 
conversations with other uninformed 
personnel, whereas they should have 
sought accurate information from their 
The estab- 


lishment of such misanprehensions as 
stated above may not come to light until 
years later, 

Difficult situations also arose after 
the orld War by veterans dropping their 
insurance but concealing the fact from 
the beneficiaries, The Veterans bureau 
then had the unpleesant task of convinc- 
ing the beneficiaries that the insured 
ant not the Veterans bureau hed failed 
to live up tothe terms of the contracts 
of insurance, 

from the 


A little aside foregoing 


subject is the dating of National Serv- 7 


ice Life Insurance when it is applied 
for near the end of the 120-day period 
afterinduction However, itis of such 
interest that it will be mentioned in 
this paragraph, The law allows only 120 
days and the application must be made 
before expiration of that time, However, 
regulations will permit the effective 
date of the insurance to be the first 
of the month following the month in 
which application is made, provided no 
cash payment is made with the appli- 
cation and also provided deduction of 
the first month's premium is made from 
the pay of the month in which applica- 
tion is made, Actually then it is 
ossible to have the effective date of 
he insurance as much as 30 days later 
than 120 days after induction into the 
service and still meet the requirements, 
The date of application and not the 
effective date must be within the re- 
quirement of law of 120 deys, If, how- 
ever, the effective date is the first 
of the following month, no insurance 
coverage isprovided from date of appli- 
cation until that date. 

The Veterans Administration has always 
shown itself to be more than anxious 
and willingto go to any length to pro- 
tect the interests of both insureds and 
beneficiaries, Add to that the intelli- 
gent cooperation of the individuals 
concerned and the result will be a life 
insurance service that is unequaled in 
quality and wasnt cost. 
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PROGRESS AT DARR AERO TECH, INC, 


Construction at this civilian pri- 
mary flying school at Albany, Ga., is 
rapidly nearing comoletion, An admin- 
istration building, three large hangars 
and four flight offices comprise the 
buildings on the flying field. Some 
600 feet to the east are three barracks 
buildings, a mess hall and an office 
building located so as to form a pic- 
turesques triangle. A tall flag adorns 
the west end, A swimming pool is in 


the progress of construction, 
24- V-8838-1, A.C. 
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COLONEL HICKAM'S MEMORY HONORED 


Honoring the memory of an outstanding Air Corps 
officer, the late Lieut. Colonel Horace M. Hickam, 
officers, enlisted men and ladies of Hickam Field, 
T.H., gathered in the airdrome's huge consolidated 
mess hall for the ceremony attendant upon the un- 
veiling of a large portrait of the officer for whom 
the great airdrome was named, 

In his eulogy of the beloved Air Corps officer 
who, while in command of the 3rd Attack Group at 
Fort Crockett, Texas, lost his life as the result of 
an unfortunate airplane accident on November 5,1934, 
Brigadier General Jacob H, Rudolph, Commanding Offi- 
cer of Hickam Field, saids 

“It is a War Department policy to name Air Corps 
fields after Air Corps officers who have given their 
lives in the performance of their flying duties. I 
am, indeed. happy to have this opportunity to unveil 
a painting of tho officer after whom this field was 
named. I feel that I was very fortumate, indeed. in 
knowing and in working with this officer for several 
years. 

“An interesting story comes to mind in connection 
with Colonel Hickam's early duty with the 3rd Attack 
Group. The bringing out of the Attack type of air- 
plane for the purpose of strafing ground troops con- 
templated close to the ground flying and hedge-hop- 
ping for the purpose of concealment, so that the ap- 
proach to the objective would be concealed and the 
element of surprise could be executed. It was quite 
a radical departure from prior training which always 
advised plenty cf altitude to give time for thinking 
and to maneuver for the best possible landing. 

“Colonel Hickam assumed command of the 3rd Attack 
Group with at least some slight consideration and 
deep thought relative to this close to the ground 
flying which left no time either for thinking of 
what you were going to do. or for maneuvering to the 
position for action. Colonel Hickam told this storys 
“tafter some two or three wedlts at Crockett, I 
gradually forced myself down to where I was flying 
lower and lower, and about the time that I figured. 
®Well, I am just knocking the tops off the waves and 
flying a pretty good attack mission " and beating 
myself on the chest and > "What a man, Hickam.® 
I was a little bit disconcerted when I saw a whole 
foramtion of nine Attack planes flying right wder 
me, 

“Colonel Hickam was born at Spencer. Indiana, 
August 14, 1886, the son of Willis and Sally Meek © 
Hickam. His father was a lawyer in Spencer, and © 
Horace attended grade school and high school there. 
Upon completing high school, he attended the Indiana 
University for one year, receiving his eppointment 
to the U.S. Military Academy while there in 1904, 

“He spent four years at West Point, where he ex- 
celled in football, track. and gymastics, and grad- 
vated well up in his class in 1908. He was commis- 
Sioned 2nd Lieutenant on February 14, 1908, and ase 
Signed to the llth Cavalry. On April 20, 1912, he 
merried Helen Bamver, of Toledo, Ohio, of which 
‘mion two children were born = Martha Agnes, May 11, 
1913, and John Bamber, August 10, 1914. After his 
nerriage, he served in the Philippine Islands. Upon 
returning to the United States, he served with Gen. 
Pershing in Mexico as a member of the 7th Cavalry, 
end received the Silver Ster Citation for gallantry 
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in action against Cerventes' band of Villiatas at To- 
mochio, Mexico, April 22, 1916. 

"During the World War I, he entered aviation as a 
temporary Major in the Signal Corps, receiving his 
commission on August 5, 1917. He qualified as a 
Junior Military Aviator at Rockwell Field, Calif.,and 
was then assigned to the command of Dorr and Carl- 
strom flying fields ab Arcadia, Fla. 

"After the Armistice, Colonel Hickam was assigned 
to duty in Washington, D.C., and as Chief of the In- 
formation Division of the Office of the Director of 
Air Service, he started our Air Corps News letter. . 
From then onward, his duties became increasingly im 
portant, and he. discharged them in a manner to win 
the highest praise of every immediate superior and 
the admiration:and affection of all those with whom 
he served, He was a graduate of the Air Corps Tac- 
tical School, the General Staff School and the Army 
War College. Just prior to his last command at Fort 
Crockett, he served four years as a member of the War 
Plans Division of the War Department General Staff, 
When he left this duty in July, 1932, he was given a 
letter of highest commendation by General MacArthur, 
Chief of Staff. He held many positions of high re- 
sponsibility in the Air Corps, and he was one of the 
few Air Corps officers whose advice and opinions were 
respected by the General Staff in the early days when 
the Air Corps was coming into prominence. This was 
told me by a former Deputy Chief of Staff. His opin- 
ions and advice were also eagerly sought by many Air 
Corps officers on various Air Corps problems, 

.“Colonel Hickam was one of the outstanding officers 
not only in the Air Corps but in the Army as well. 
Those of us who knew him realize full well that were 
he with us today he would be up among the topmost. in 
the control and operation of the Air Corps of today. 
Those of us who served with him or under him, and I 
know there are officers and noncommissioned officers 
here this morning who have, will gladly and wsiint- 
ingly agree that he was one of our outstanding lead- 
ers of men, He was the type for whom men would try 
their utmost. 

“Ye was a gentleman in the true and fullest meaning 
of that word. He had an extremely likeable - I might 
even say lovable ~- disposition, and made friends 
wherever he went. I know that his friends were le- 
gion and that they admired and respected him in his 
military and his social life. He was an extremely 
earnest and hard worker. At Carlstrem his nickname 

was ‘Hickam High RPi.' 

tie was kind and considerate an& always had a cheer- 
ful word for everyone. He possessed good judgment 
to a remarkable degree, and he also had that fine 
trait of being tolerant. His high traits of charac- 
ter were combined with a pronounced courage of his 
own convictions, yet he always gave due consideration 
to the opinions of others. He was very emphatic and 
forceful. in his fight for right. I have seen him in 
discussions and arguments which to me were decidedly 
heated, but they always ended with Colonel Hickam 
shaking hands or slapping on the back the individuals 
who opposed hin. 

“I recall some years ago when Colonel Hickam and I 
were charged with the preparation of wmire's rules 
for joint exercises with the Navy. We tried our best 
to get the Naval officers to admit that a battleship 
could be sunk if a sufficient number of 2,000-pound 
bombs were dropped on it. We even agreed to drop a 
V=8838e1, A.C. 
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sufficient number down the smoke stacks, but no luck. 


A battleship just could not be sunk by bombs. If I 
ever saw an officer disgusted, Colonel Hickam was 
on that day, but he admirably controlled his disgust 
and felt sorry for them. 

‘No matter how heated the argument, no enmity on 
his part resulted. He used to say he felt sorry for 
his opponent*s igorance and would try further to 
enlighten him. I have yet to meet the first man who 
bore Horace Hickam even the slightest ill will. He 
could reprimand when the occasion werranted, and had 
the happy faculty of giving a reprimand without in- 
curring any enmity. He would dismiss such an inci- 
dent from his mind at once, end instantly be kind 
and cheerful to the recipient. 

“One of the thrilling experiences of Colenel 
Hickam's career was a mideair collision with the 
plane of Major Geiger, Air Corps, a fellow student 
at the Air Corps Tactical School, during formation 
flying on May 10. 1926. Both officors took to their 
parachutes end landed safely albeit Hickam's air- 
plane had been cut almost to pieces by the propeller 
of the other ship. This initiation of Colonel 
Hickam into the famed Caterpillar Club occurred in 
the presence of a large gathering there to witness 
the formation flying and tactics of the School. 

“He had a keen and very alert mind, and it is not 
given to all of us to possess all these adnirable 
traits of character, or to be held in the high es- 
teem in which Colonel Hickam was held by all who 
knew hin, 

“The passing of Colonel Hickam left a gap in the 
ranks of the Army's flyers which never can be filled 
Every man wes his friend and admirer, and all are a. 
unit in unstinted praise of his life and accomplish 
ments. 

“Through the greater power given us, mest of us 
learn something new each day. Today many of us are 
seeing for the first time an Air Corps field which 
has three oil paintings of the officer after whom 
the ficld was named. One was painted by a New York 
artist, end the one we are about to wveil now was 
painted by Private Paul Myer, a member of the Head- 
quarters Squadron, 18th Bombardment Wing. Private 
Myer is only 19 years old and has studied this work. 
for years. having discovered early in life that this 
telent had been born in hin, 

“I want to introduce to all present today Private 
Paul Myer, Hgrs. Squadron, 18th Bombardment Wing. I 
am happy.to extend the congratulations of this en- 
tire garrison and the garrison’s deep appreciation - 
for the six months’ work he devoted to making this 
possible,” 
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COLONEL KIRTLAND PASSES AWAY 


Colons] Roy C. Kirtland, intimate of and student 
with today's Army Air Corps leaders, passed away on 
vhe morning of May 2, 1941. at the hospital at 
Woffett Field, Calif. Death was attributed to a 
heart attack, He would have been 67 years of age 
Qo. Mey 14, 

Cslonel Kirtland retired from the service on May 
Sl, i938, He wes recently ordered back to active 
duty with the West Coast Air Corps Treining Center, 
and reported for such duty from his home at Coro= 
nado, Celif., on April 24, 1941, He is survived by 


eter 


his widow and a daughter, Helga, woo were with him 
when the end came. . 

Colonel Kirtland was born at Fort Benton. Montana, 
May 14, 1874, and was educated in the public schools 
of Denver, Colo., and Washington, D.C. 

Enlisting in the Army in November, 1898, he saw ser- 
vice as Private, Corporal end Sergeant, Company M,and 
Battalion Sergeant Major, 7th Infantry, to August 29, 
1901. He was then commissioned a second lieutenant 
of Infantry, and served continuously with this branch 
of the service until March, 1911, in the meantime be- 
ing promoted to lst Lieutenant. May 18, 1905. 

One of the early Army pilots, Colonel Kirtland re- 
ceived in 1911 Certificate No. 45 from the Federation 
Aeronautique Internationale. He also held Expert Avi- 
atoy License No, 11 from the Aero Club of America. 
From April to Jume, 1911, he was in charge of the U.S. 
Aviation School at College Park, Mi. Later he was on 
duty as assistant flying instructor. He commandedthe 
lst Aero Squadron from June to November, 1913, and 
thereafter he served in various capacities at the Sig- 
nal Corps Aviation School at San Diego, Calif., until 
April, 1915, when he returned to the Infantry arn. 

Rejoining the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, during 
the World War, Colonel Kirtland reported at Kelly 
Field, Texas, on October 2, 1917, being commissioned 
Major (temporary) in that branch on September 22nd. 
After a few dsys at Kelly Field, he was assigned to 
the command of Taliaferro Field, Fort Worth, Texas, 
but this duty was of brief duration, for in November 
he and Colonel Chalmers G, Hall were assigned the 
task of organizing four regiments of specially select- 
ed mechanics, known as the lst, 2nd, Srd and 4th 
Motor Mechanics Regiments, subsequently designated as 
Air Service Mechanics. Colonel Kirtland was largely 


‘instrumental in solving all problems of efficient or- 


ganization for these regiments and in the selection of 
the commissioned personnel therefor. Later he was 
sent to Camp Hancock, Ga., to take charge of organiz- 
ing the regiments at the mobilization camp, and from 
the beginning of the organization in December, 1917, 
until the entire four regiments were completely organ- 
ized, he was commanding officer of the Air Service 
Camp at Camp Hancock and in charge of all matters af- 
fecting their organization. During this time he had 
under his command approximately 12,000 men, all of 
them recruits with little or no experience. He was 
subsequently in command of the 3rd Regiment in France 
for over six months. Among his other duties overseas 
were those of inspector of aviation activities in 
England and commander of the Air Service Rest Camp in 
that country. 

After several months in attendance at the Army Line 
School at Langres. France, Colonel Kirtland returned 
to the United States, in January, 1919, and was as- 
Signed to the command of the General Supply Depot at 
Middletown, Pa. Relieved from the Air Service in 
October, 1919, he was attached to the 17th Infantry 
at Camp Meade, Md., until February 20, 1920, when he 
was again detailed to the Air Service, and assigned 
to command Rockwell Field and the Aviation Supply and 
Repair Depot thereat. 

‘In August, 1920, Colonel Kirtland reported as a stu- 
dent at the Army School of the Line at Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. His graduation therefrom in June, 
1921, and from the General Staff School at that post 
the following year, was followed by duty as instruc- 
tor at the General Service Schools for three years. 
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Colonel Kirtland served a four-year detail with 
the General Staff, following his graduation from the 
Army War College in June, 1926. In July, 1930, he 
was assigned as Commending Officer of the 2nd Wing, 
Air Corps, and of Langley Field, Va., also as Acting 
Commandant of the Air Corps Tactical School. From 
July, 1932, to April, 1935, he served as Air Officer 
of the 2nd Corps Area, Governors Island, N.Y., and 
thereafter, until July 18, 1936, as Air Officer of 
the 9th Corps Area at the Presidio of San Francisco, 
Calif. He was then detailed in the Inspector Genere 
al's Department, Washington, D.C., wherein he served 
until his retirement, 

In the carly days of Army aviation, Colonel Kirt- 
land and the present Chief of the Air Corps were 
closely associated. When the former was learning to 
fly the Wright airplane at Dayton, Ohio, he was aske 
ed to recommend other officers to take the flying 
training course. One of those he recommended was a 
young lieutenant by the name of Arnold, who was at 
that time engaged in a surveying project in the 
Philippines. On one occasion Colonel Kirtlang and 
General Arnold were detailed to make a non-stop 
flight from Marblehead, Mass., to Bridgeport, Conn., 
testing a tractor type motor, an innovation from the 
pusher type used in the early aviation days. The 
weather was bad and, as the Colonel put it, they 
“made a second discovery cf Plymouth Rock during a 
forced landing.” They were together in the estab- 
lishment of the First Aero Squadron at Texas City, 
Texas, in 1913, 
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A WELCOME INNOVATION 


The 34th Bombardment Squadron, stationed at 
McChord Field, Wash., is the proud possessor of a 
brand new Rumor Board, on which all the latest and 
vaguest rumors are posted. At present, the board is 
well covered with the usual variety ef conflicting 
reports concerning the Squadron and its members 
which the average soldier has to put up with during 
his Army career. 

“It is hoped," says the News Letter Correspondent, 
“that this will effectively squelch those whose sole 
purpose in life is to keep others in a constant 
state of uncertainty with overwhelming supplies of 
so called "straight dope." The idea is to make the 
rumor monger look ridiculous and seems to be serving 
its purpose very well.” 

---000--= 


FRIGHTENED CHICKENS SEEK SHELTER UNDER TREES 


Hundreds of people in San Fernando, capital of 
Pampanga province, P.I., witnessed on Army Day an 
air demonstration of Air Corps Pursuit planes which 
circled the town proper for 25 minutes with a thun- 
Cerous drone, The planes came in the morning in 
groups of six, and when they flew in formation the 
chickens in the Sta. Lucia Poultry Farm rushed wider 
whe trees in fright. People near the poultry farm 
said that when en unexpected air raid comes, people 
Caaght unawares would do the same thing. 

one QQomen 


Today not only are we facing a DANGEROUS EMERGENCY, 


but there is strong evidence that this emergency 
be VERY PROLONGED. ‘as 


- Secretary Stimson. 
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IF DREAMS ONLY CAME TRUE 


Private First Class Zilch, of the Horse Marines, 
mounted guard for the last time on what he termed "His 
last Hitch.” It was one of those balmy but moonless 
nights, and he had third relief. 

The Sgt. of the Guard posted him on the. last watch 
for the night and proceeded on his merry wey. Private 
Zilch stood for a moment where the Sgt. had left him, 
still bleary eyed and dopey from being awekened at 
this ungodly hour, then sauntered on around the ole 
gun shed that he knew, but did not love so well. He 
shifted his rifle under his left arm, reached into his 
shirt pocket and fished out his box of snoose, partook 
of a Sizeable chew and crammed it bacic into his jaw, 
shouldered his gun once more and let his thoughts wen- 
der where they may. lMeking a couple of turns around 
his post, he then decided there was no use to get ex- 
cited on his first hitch, and leaning his rifle 
against the well sat himselz down on an old wire 
spool, crossed his legs and leaned back in comfort, 
while he ejected amber fluid out into the darimess, 
end began Day Dreaming (at night) of the not too dis- 
tant day when he would be back in circulation once 
more. Then he could begin testing out all the tricks 
he had learned from the squadron Lady Killers on the 
young end innocent females back home. 

How long he had slept he had no idea, but Pvt. Zilch 
awoke with a start and absently reached for his rifle 
leaning beside him. Dismay mingled with fright as 
his hand failed to contact his rifle. He leaped to 
his feet and frentically began groping along the wall 
for his smoke pole, but no soap. The gun was gone! 
He felt on the ground; it might have fallen. Still 
he failed.to locate it. Just then he fancied heheard 
footsteps in the distance. He listened more intent- 
ly. There it was again, no mistaking that sound,some- 
one was coming his way. He could see a shadow moving 
out there between him and a street light, but it was 
moving away from him toward the guardhouse. Then 
there was a flicker of light from some bright object. 
It was the light reflecting from the saber of the @. 
Quickly he started in pursuit. He did not know just 
what was the best thing to do, but knew there was no 
use to stick around on post without a gun. 

Zilch followed stealthily behind the OD. Once he 
stopped and seriously pondered for a few seconds over 
a plan he had never let enter his head = that of go- 
ing over the Hill. He quickly decided in the negative 
and continued on, watching the moving shadow he was 
stalking. 

Just then the OD walked under the street light and 
Zilch could see his rifle hanging carelessly from the 
officer's shoulder. The guardhouse loomed up beyond 
the street light. There was no light on the porch, 
but a light was shining through the windows. Zilch 
was about to yell out to the .OD,, but thought better 
of it. The OD was now stepping on the porch. He 
stopped at the door, and Pvt. Zilch's heart skipped a 
best as he saw the OD lean his rifle against the door 
jam before entering the guardhouse. Zilch hurried 
forward. Perhaps he could get his rifle and get back 
to his post without being seen, for they did not have 
a sentry on duty at the guardhouse. For this fact he 
was very thankful. He knew if he could get nis rifle 
and get back to his post there would be no evidence 
that he had been asleep at his post. 

Zilch could hear the OD speaking to the Sgt. of the 
Guerd, but did not wait to hear what they were saying. 
He thought he knew enyway. The OD would probably want 
the Sergeant to accompany him to Zilch's post to wit- 
ness the fact that he was sleeping on his post. 
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Zilch ran with leeps and bounds back to his post. 
What a surprise was in store for the Sgt. and © 
when they approached his post, he mused to himself 
as he hurried back. 

Pvt.Zilch stood there at his post, his rifle ready 
as his eyes tried to pierce the darkmess and his 
ears were tuned for the slichtest soumd. He didn't 
have lone to wait; he could hear them now as their 
boot heels struck the small cobblestones along the 
wey. His muscles grew taut, and e tinglins sense- 
tion rushed along his spine to the roots of his hair. 
Another minute passed, and Zilch could mke out the 
two forms moving closer. They were walking slowly - 
softly; -so as not to awaken him, thought Zilch. 

Zilch raised his rifle. “Halt!” he yelled, louder 
than was necessary. The two men drew w with a 
start. They thought he must be bluffing. They 
started to move forward. Again Zilch gave the com 
mend to halt, but the two moved on. “Halt, or I'll 
fire?" Zilch yelled, and jerked back the bolt and 
Slammed home a shell. 

“Wake up, you! someone was saying as they shook 
him. Zilch opened his eyes slowly. There stood the 
OD and the Sct. “Let"s go,” the Sergeant was say~ 
ing. “You will get six months for this, Zilch!" 

"Dam." thought Zilch. “If thet dream had only 
been true,“ 

- The Guiding Light, 34 Com. Region 
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THE AMBASSADOR TO GREAT ERITAIN 


His Excellency John Gilbert Winant, Ambassador Ex- 
traordinary and Minist«r Plenipotentiary from the 
President of the United States to His Majesty's 
Court of St. James! Such is the high sounding title 
of an erstwhile Flying Cadet and later a front lins 
pilot who served with extraordinary heroism in com 
bat with the enemy during the World War. 

Ambassador Winant was born in New York City in 
1889 and was graduated from St. Paul's School. Later 
he studied at Princeton end Harvard and then became 
an instructor at St. Paul's School. 

In 1917. with his three brothers, Mr. Winant an- 
tered the military service. Enlisting in the Aray 
in Paris on August 15, 1917, he entered the flying 
school at Issoudum. He was commissioned ea lst 
Licutenant on November 20. 1917, and was promoted to 
Captain on August 1, 1918. His first assignment to 
@ tactical unit was to the lst Aero Squadron, the 
first one to start operations over the front lines. 
From January 16 to July 24, 1916, he was a Flight 
Commander with that organization. On several occa- 
sions while a pilot he demonstrated heroism of an 
extraordinary type. During a photographic mission, 
he was subjected to heavy antiaircreft and machine 
gum fire. A portion of shrapnel lodged in the wing 
Spar of his plane; the cowl was pierced and a piece 
of the propeller was carried away. Undaunted, he 
comleted his mission. 

On August 2, 1918, Captain Winant was assigned to 
the commend of the 8th Aero Squadron, and he served 
therewith until his return to the States in Febru 
ary, 1919. 

Anbessador Winant is a scholar, a successful 
business man, and a charming, waffected gentleman. 


cy, our Ambassador in the Number One Diplomatic Post 
in the world, as one of their own = a World War pilot. 
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N.A.A. MANAGER CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY IN AIR CORPS 


Effective May 1, 1941, Lieut. Colonel G. deFreest 
Iarner, Air Reserve, was assigned to active duty as 
Assistant Military Attache for Air at London, Eng. 
Colonel Larner wes ceranted a leave of absence from 
his duties as General Manager of the National Aero- 
nautic Association, a position to which he was ap- 
pointed in July, 1940, 

A World Wer “Acc. officially credited with the de- 
struction of seven Germm planes, Colonel Larner has 
kept his status as an active flyer, with more than 
2.000 flying hours to his credit. He is rated as an 
instrument flyer, proficient in the latest types of 
equipment. 

He began his World War service as a corporeal in the 
femed Lafayette Escadrille, French Flying Comps. 
Later he was a Captain with the 103rd Pursuit Squad- 
ron of the American Air Service. in France. Decora- 
tions conferred upon him were the Distinguished Sere 
vice Cross with bronze oak leaf and the French Croix 
de Guerre with two pals. 

After the Wer, Colonel Larner was engaged in bank- 
ing work in New York. He returned to his native city, 
Washington, to become an officiel of the N.R.A. Later 
he was en adviser to the U.S. Housing Authority wtil 
his appointment as General Manager of the NAA. 

Coincident with Colonel Larner's return to military 
duty, the Executive Committee of the N.A.A. expressed 
ty resolution its “highest appreciation and commenda- 
tion for the rapid progress and growth of the Associa- 
tion during his service as General Manager, and for 
his qualities of leadership and his broad imowledge 
of aviation which have advanced the interests of the 
Association immeasurably end now must be devoted to 
the higher interests of national defense.“ 
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ANAKENED MOTORIST ALARMED BY RANDOLPH'S NIGHT FLYERS 


This might happen to you. 

An out-of-state motorist stopped on the side of a 
highway neer Sen Antonio, Texas, recently, and fell 
asleep just as the sun was setting. 

Several hours later he awoke to gaze terrifiedly 
into a sky filled with roaring airplanes and “balls 
of fire.” Still not quite awake, he hysterically 
started his car snd careened down the highwey to a 
service station, where he shouted to-the attendant: 

"It's an invasion = look!“ 

The attendent stared at the man, then at the sky, 
and chuckled. 

“That's just the Cadets practicing dropping flares,“ 
he said. He then explained patiently to the worried 
motorist that he had stopped near Randolph Field, 
where the U.S. Army Air Corps is training pilots. 
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The War Department announced on May 15th the award 
of a contract for airplanes and spare parts to the 
Vultee Aircraft, Ince, Dowmey, Calif., involving a 
total sum of $32,912,990. This contract was approved 


in recent years he served aS head of the Internation- by the Office of Production Management. 


al Labor Bureau of the League of Nations. He has 
elso been Governor of the State of New Hampshire, 
His accomplishments are meny. But to the officers 
and men of the Air Corps it is with a grand feeling 
of satisfaction that they can point to His Excellen- 
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Commend of the air by the democracies MUST and CAN 
be achieved. 





- President Roosevelt 
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